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LOUISIANA DKG RECOGNIZES 42ND ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT 
- CHARLOTTE ELMER 

 

The Louisiana State Achievement Award Committee announced the 42nd Recipient, 
Charlotte Elmer, during the 2022 state convention banquet on Saturday, March 12 in 
Lafayette.  Charlotte Elmer is a 44-year member of Delta Kappa Gamma (1978 
initiation).  A Beta initiate, Ms. Elmer is now a member of Beta Xi, Central District, 
Alexandria. Ms. Elmer received the cherished Achievement Award medallion returned to 
the state from the family of Joanna Pruitt. 
 

Charlotte Elmer is an individual who is described as friendly, organized, dependable, 
dedicated and caring.  She is known as a teacher to those needing guidance on all things 
DKG at the state, district and especially the chapter level. Charlotte is known as an 
outstanding educator and has spent many hours going above and beyond the call of duty 
not only for her students but for other young people. As evidenced by her volunteer work 
to help with many youth groups over the years. 
 

Charlotte received her Bachelor of Science, Elementary Education Grades 1-8, Louisiana 
College, 1972; M ED, Elementary Education, Supervision of Student Teaching, LSU, 
1976; Masters +30, Various Colleges, 1978. Charlotte’s educational endeavors have made 
her known throughout Rapides Parish as well as the state.  Charlotte’s longstanding 
education position was held as a first grade teacher for 33 years at Paradise Elementary 
School in Ball. 
 

Charlotte’s 44-year membership in Delta Kappa Gamma culminates in a vast array of 
participation, attendance and dedication to our Society.  Attendance at Louisiana state 
conventions from 1979 to the 2022 event and numerous regional and international 
conferences and conventions. In 2020, Charlotte was awarded the Star of the Southeast. 
 

Charlotte’s achievements in Delta Kappa  
Gamma Society International as evidenced  
by her years of dedication and service not  
only at the chapter level but beyond. 
 

The Achievement Award Committee is  
honored to award such a dedicated and  
deserving member of Delta Kappa Gamma.  
 

Congratulations Charlotte Elmer! 
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SECOND VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 
Kathy Welch, 2nd Vice President 

 

   
What a glorious, wonderful Louisiana State Organization State Convention!  
 
After two years of virtual events, this was a much anticipated weekend. Nothing is better than those DKG sister 
hugs!  
 
Looking forward to seeing new and old (not age) friends at officer training this summer!  Hoping to see you 
again in New Orleans in July!!!! 
 

MISSON STATEMENT 
The Delta Kappa Gamma International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 

WHO KNEW?   
Mitzi Quinn, 1st Vice-President 

 

 WE DID IT! After two years of Zoom and not being together, we had a convention! A convention 
where we once again were able to celebrate Delta Kappa Gamma and all of her extraordinary members.  A 
convention with awards and hugs. A convention of remembering.  A convention of motivation and 
rededication.  This doesn’t come easy. A convention is difficult and stressful, but our co-chairs handled it with 
grace and smiles.  State President, Sandra Pruitt, was incredible in helping to make this a success. I only wish 
she could have been there to feel the love and enjoy the fruits of her labors.  I thank you all for your support and 
words of kindness while I tried to fill Sandra’s shoes.  With the help of my fellow state officers, the executive 
secretary, the Executive Board, and all of you, I managed to jump in.  Sandra, next year is yours!  I am looking 
forward to seeing you at Officers Training on June 4. 
 

GIVE THANKS 
Dr. Dana Perilloux, State Recording Secretary 

 
DKG Sister, Let’s all give thanks to our founder Dr. Annie Webb 
Blanton and continue her legacy. We can continue to make a 
difference in our profession. 
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SOWING...AND REAPING 
Sandra Pruitt, LSO President, 2021-2023 

      
   The LSO DKG 87Th Convention was successful with 178 members in attendance.  Thank you to 

    Jackie Brown, Alpha Kappa, and Paula Graffeo, Alpha, for co-chairing the convention, along 
    with Southwest District for hosting.  Thank you especially to Dr. Lori Myers for helping  
    everyone to make this convention successful.  Everyone seemed to enjoy what was planned and 
    implemented with “Blooming on the Bayou.”  There were positive comments such as, “The 
    Friday night social was a blast” and “It was so nice seeing everyone talking, laughing and 
    hugging.” 
 

   I would especially like to thank Mitzi Quinn for assuming her duty as First Vice President and 
    conducting the business meetings in my absence.  I had retina surgery that could not be  
    postponed.  Little did I know that I would be housebound and have to move as little as possible 
    for weeks!  I was so disappointed that I could not be there in person to be with everyone to share 
    in all that was planned.  Many tears flowed for days when the doctor said I could not wait for the 
    surgery or even be able to attend.  I was able to fulfill my duties in planning the meetings and 
work with a great team of officers, personnel and co-chairmen of the convention.  I just could not be there physically.  Dr. Lori 
Myers set her phone so that as President, I could attend virtually and make comments.  I was thrilled to hear the business meeting 
conducted as it should be in such as professional manner.   
 

As in the past, many chapters and members were honored.  It was great to have 20 first timers attend.  Eight interesting 
workshops were presented.  The Friend of Education Award was given to Congresswoman June Letlow.  She was unable to attend 
the convention but Kathy Vollmar, Legislative Committee Member, and Theta Chapter members were able to present the award to 
her at the Monroe District Office.  Congratulations goes to Upsilon Chapter for being the Fleur de Lis winner for “Bags of 
Blessings.”  Thank you to all chapters that shared their projects. 
 

Another highlight of the convention is the special award given to an outstanding member.  I would like to congratulate 
Charlotte Elmer for receiving the 2022 State Achievement Award.  Charlotte has contributed so much to LSO.  Congratulations to 
Kathye to Blackburn for being made part of the Order of the Magnolia for Past State Presidents.  The expertise of past presidents is 
needed to mentor the standing president.  Congrats also to Dr. Lori Myers, LSO Star of the Southeast.  She will be presented with 
this award at the SE Regional Breakfast at the 2022 DKG International Convention in New Orleans. 
 

It is always touching for us to gather at the convention for the Celebration of Life that remembers those members who are 
no longer with us.  It was a beautiful tribute led by Kathy Welch, Second Vice President and the Membership Committee.  As we 
reflect on the lives of those we’ve lost this past year, let us continue to sow into others what they have sown into us.  
 

Excitement filled the air during the convention as money was raised for many state projects.  Money raised for World 
Fellowship was $670.  First Timers Baskets raised $3678 and the Silent Auction collected $2090.  What an awesome job World 
Fellowship, Non-Dues Revenue and First Timers Committees did in promoting and working to make these projects so successful.  
All other committees and district directors did a wonderful job fulfilling their responsibilities and goals.  I would like to thank 
committee chairmen, committee members and district directors for all accomplishments and for sharing their work at the state 
convention. 
  

LSO was pleased to have Trish Woodley, International Representative, who spoke at the various functions giving remarks 
from International.  She also presented a workshop on membership and gave the keynote address at the Founders’/Presidents’ 
Banquet.  All of her time and effort in being in attendance and presenting was appreciated. 
 

Even though I was not there in person, I felt like my presence was felt.  I realized that a leader can still lead without being 
in front of the membership.  When you have a great team, all duties can be accomplished.  Remember this as new officers are needed 
for the next biennium.  As a member of DKG, you are a leader.  You can be an officer or you can lead behind the scenes by assisting 
incoming officers. To those of you who will be chapter officers for 2022-2024, you are not alone.  Please make sure that you attend 
the Chapter Officers Training on June 4.  You will learn about your duties as an officer and get to know other officers. 
 

I hope that you are registering for the 2022 DKG International Convention.  Proposed Amendments have been posted on 
the DKG Website.  Please review these in order to vote at the convention.  By attending, you have a vote.  Also, volunteers are 
needed to work in various capacities at the convention.  Use SignUpGenius on the DKG Website to volunteer for different times and 
duties. 
 

Remember how important you are as a member of DKG!  You are needed.  I recently saw a saying that is a variant of a 
poem by William Wordsworth – “Your mind is a garden, your thoughts are the seeds, you can grow flowers, or you can grow 
weeds.”  Please grow flowers and not weeds as we are “Sowing Seeds for the Future with Generations Working Together.” 
 

 



  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REINSTATEMENTS CAN BOOST MEMBERSHIP 
 

 With the dues deadline in the past and all unbilled members dropped, reinstatement is easier than ever with the 
new dues portal. Former members of DKG now can rejoin the Society easily. The newly simplified process for 
reinstatement includes the following: the former member requests reinstatement in the desired chapter (this may or may 
not be the chapter of her original membership). The chapter treasurer will enter the reinstated member’s information in the 
dues portal and create her dues order for billing. There are no late fees, just the dues to international, your state 
organization and chapter (if any). Take note of the possibilities in regaining members who may have been lost for a 
number of reasons. Let former members know they are missed and needed, inform them of the easy reinstatement process 
and welcome them back. 

DELTION EDITOR WANDA LEMOINE STEPPING DOWN 
 
 For the past 14 years I have served as your State Deltion Editor, so it is with a heavy heart that I must announce 
my plans to retire from the Louisiana Deltion Editor position. Although my contract does not end until June 30, 2023, the 
personnel committee has agreed to take applications now to help ease my situation. Little did I know that after accepting 
the position from our past State President Jean Patterson that this position would become the dream position for me in 
LADKG. I have thoroughly enjoyed helping our State but so many of you have also helped me. 
 

 When I first started as Deltion Editor, the newsletter was still being printed so I had to design, type, fold, label, 
tab, and postal mail it – even making some trips to New Orleans to do the postal mailing. Since the newsletter took so 
much of our budget, one of my main goals was to find a way to make the newsletter more affordable for our state budget. 
I did this by adding an additional email version that eventually turned into the only version. 
 

 I have been delighted in reading so many wonderful newsletters from around our state and internationally. I have 
enjoyed traveling to meetings in small Louisiana towns to large International Conferences. But the most enjoyment was 
meeting all the wonderful DKG sisters who I now call friends. I look forward to continuing to seeing you, my friends, at 
future meetings. Until then you may find me on Facebook, twitter, snapchat, and tiktok. Finally I have started my social 
media accounts that everyone keeps asking for.  
 

 Look for me in the audience I will be there.  Many blessings upon all of you, Wanda! 
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FRIEND OF EDUCATION AWARD...  

 

The Legislative Committee is proud to present to you 
this year's "Friend of Education" Award recipient. 
DR. JULIA LETLOW  
Ms. Letlow is currently a U.S. Congresswoman. She 
has a Ph.D in Communication from the University of 
South Florida as well as a B.A. & M.A. in Speech 
Communication from the University of Louisiana @ 
Monroe.  
She has served her community extremely well as 
President and Board Member of a non profit foundation 
for teens, a member of Monroe and Richland Parish 
Chamber of Commerce. She has also served as a 
keynote speaker for various organizations, and a 

committee member to various colleges and universities.  
Dr. Letlow was accepted into the Harvard Institute for Higher Education Program in June of 2020, attended 
leadership and management classes and received many awards due her outstanding performance and 
competencies.  
Most notable, she introduced the Parents Bill of Rights Act with a group of colleagues. This legislation will put 
practices in place that facilitate meaningful dialog between a family and their child's school. Dr. Letlow has 
supported other education legislation and grant projects for her district.  
Dr. Letlow's extensive background in education and communication make her the “perfect" recipient of our 
Friend of Education Award.  
It must be noted that a week after her husband, Congressman Elect Luke Letlow passed away, Dr. Letlow made 
the decision to continue his legacy and carry the torch for the Fifth Congressional District by announcing her 
candidacy for the special election. Three months later, as a single mom of two small children, she campaigned 
around the district advocating for education. She won the election in April 2021 and became the state's first 
Republican US congresswoman ... and note she is a former TEACHER as well.  
  

AMAZONSMILE: SUPPORT THE DKG INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS FOUNDATION 

Since the DKG Supporting Corporation and the Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Foundation have merged into the 
DKG International Educators Foundation, we have also merged the two AmazonSmile accounts. You, as a 
supporter, need to follow the steps to support the new foundation: 

1. Go into your AmazonSmile account 
2. Up on the top left-hand side under the search bar, you will see what cause you are currently supporting. 
3. Click on the arrow to the right of the cause you have chosen 
4. Click on change 
5. Type in DKG International Educators Foundation and then click the search button 
6. Once you see the name of the foundation, click select 
7. That’s it! Now shop! 

KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING  
Visit the Epsilon State Website at   http://epsilonstatedkg.org   Visit the International Website www.dkg.org  The Deltion is only 
available online at our state website or through email delivery service. 
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From your Parliamentarian, Susan Crooks:  

 

     At the 2022 State Convention, there were three amendment proposals that passed, creating changes to the 
Bylaws and Standing Rules.  The documents will be updated and uploaded to the website later this spring. The 
new amendments are as follows:  

 

Bylaws Article IV.B 
Which now reads: 

N/A 

Will change to read: 

Section B.  

Financial Controls  

5. The Louisiana State Organization’s 
President, Executive Secretary, and Treasurer 
may use bank debit cards for Louisiana State 
Organization of DKG expenses approved by 
the Executive Committee. [2022] 

Standing Rules VII.A.3 
Which now reads: 

3. The Executive Secretary and Treasurer are 
paid on the last day of the quarter. The 
Deltion Editor is paid when the treasurer 
receives both the printing bill and the current 
Postage Statement for Non-Profit Mail for 
each issue. [2008] 

Will change to read: 

3. The Executive Secretary and Treasurer are 
paid on the last day of the quarter. The 
Deltion Editor will receive payment for each 
issue of the Deltion after the President, the 
Executive Secretary, and the Treasurer 
receive their current copy of the Deltion. 
[2022] 

Standing Rules I.A.3b 
Which now reads: 

3b. Convention Treasurer – handles all funds 
and pays bills by check. The treasurer should 
be from the same chapter as the registration 
chairman. 

Will change to read: 

3b. Convention Treasurer  

(1) Handles all funds and pays bills by 
check. The treasurer should be from 
the same chapter as the registration 
chairman. 

(2) Keeps a record of all monies disbursed 
and collected so as to compile a 
financial statement for approval by the 
state convention chair. The convention 
chair sends copies to the state 
president, state executive secretary, 
and state treasurer. [2022] 

   
 

   In other voting, two chapters were dissolved: Beta Upsilon (S) and Beta Tau (SE).  They will be removed 
from the list in Standing Rules II.B.  The District Meeting Rotation chart on page 12 of the Standing Rules will 
be updated by the district directors at a later date. 
     At the 2023 Convention, only proposals to amend the Standing Rules will be heard.  Those proposals will be 
due on or before November 15.   
     Thanks to everyone who made it an excellent convention! 
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STATE CONVENTION 2022 
MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITIONS 

 
**50-Year Members** 

(Based on International Initiation Date between January 1 & December 31, 1971) 
 

Northeast 
Carolyn Fenn, Omega 

 
Southeast 

Jeannette F. Abadie, Beta Tau 
Marian Arrowsmith, Rho 
GayNan Moree, Beta Tau 
Madeline St. Amant, Tau 

Mina Travis, Omicron 

Central 
Dr. Colleen Lancaster, Beta Kappa 

 
South 

Marilyn Malone, Beta Lambda 

Southwest 
Kay Sonnier, Beta Zeta 

 
Northwest 

Beth McLaren, Mu 

 
**55+ Year Members**  

Please recognize these members at chapter meeting or at their residence to acknowledge their membership. 
 (based on International initiation dates) 

 
Central 

Billie A. Bates, Alpha Beta (1966) 
Sarah Nell Brady, Alpha Beta, (1957)  

Frances Hayes, Psi (1964) 
Lady Patton, Psi (1963) 

Jane C. Purser, Alpha Beta (1965) 
Theda F. Slaughter, Alpha Pi (1962) 

 
Northeast 

Avis Hower, Omega (1965) 
Caliope Poulos, Omega (1961) 

Northwest 
Katina Booras, Alpha Sigma (1966) 

Lilyan Hanchey, Alpha Sigma (1959) 
Jo Joffrion, Zeta (1964) 

Valery V. Laing, Alpha Rho (1963) 
L.H. Loftin, Beta Omicron (1959) 
Jerry Malone, Alpha Sigma (1963) 

E.C. Powell, Mu (1961) 
Cara Lee Smith, Zeta (1965) 

 
South 

Jolise Heiderhoff, Delta (1965) 
Nell Ray, Iota (1960) 

Southeast 
Dr. Dorothy Akins, Rho (1960) 

Janelle Carrier, Beta Gamma (1962) 
Eugenia LeSaicherre, Omicron (1962) 

 
Southwest 

Barbara Belew, Alpha Gamma (1960) 
Mary Hidalgo, Alpha Chi (1962) 
Druis Miller, Alpha Chi (1962) 

Elaine Simon, Xi (1965) 

 
**25-Year Members** 

  (Based on International Initiation Date between January 1 & December 31, 1996) 
 

Central 
Rose Bailes, Beta Sigma 

Teresa Chelette, Beta Sigma 
Debra Gauthier, Alpha Upsilon 

Gena Hatcher, Alpha Beta 
Marianne Juneau, Alpha Pi 

 
Northeast 

Serena Aswell, Theta 
Norlyn Hyde, Theta 

 
South 

Judy Rongey, Upsilon 

Northwest 
Kathye Blackburn, Alpha Rho 

Kristin Fulton, Mu 
Sarah Hancock, Alpha Sigma 
Ann Holomon, Beta Epsilon 
Terrie Johnson, Alpha Rho 

Janet LaBruyere, Nu 
Becky Lawson, Mu 

Sally Namie, Alpha Rho 
Janet Sanders, Beta Alpha 
Renee Stewart, Alpha Rho 

 
 

Southeast 
Donna Black, Gamma Gamma 
Stacy Gueho, Alpha Lambda 

Valine LaBorde, Tau 
Candy Metz, Alpha Mu 

Noelie Beth Moore, Alpha Mu 
Stephanie Reynolds, Beta Tau  

 
Southwest 

Mary Kay Allain, Alpha 
Cynthia Ardoin, Alpha Kappa 
Audrey Daboval, Alpha Kappa 

Bernadine Daboval, Alpha Kappa 
Suzanne Gray, Xi 

Jeannie Landry, Chi 
Sue Sullivan, Alpha 
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STATE SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Purpose V:  To endow scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in pursuing graduate study & to grant 
fellowships to non-member women educators 

 
Charlotte Jaynes Scholarship 
 

Jennifer Pace, Alpha Sigma, NW 
Louisiana State University (Summer, 2022) 
 

$500 

   
SPECIAL STIPENDS & GRANTS 

 
Purpose III:  To advance the professional interest & position of women in education 

 
Literacy/Numeracy Grants 

Literacy/Numeracy Donations totaled $710.00 allowing for three (3) grants  
 
Laura Courville, Beta Zeta, SW Library Expansion Project $200 

 
Jennifer Pace, Alpha Sigma, NW Plug It In! $150 

 
Valarie Williams, Psi, C Hi/Low Improvement at Many Jr. High $250 

 
  

The Wanda Gunn Live & Learn Stipend 
 

Lisa Benson, Alpha Sigma, NW Texas Computer Education Association Convention 
Dallas, Texas 
 

$200 

Jennifer Pace, Alpha Sigma, NW Texas Computer Education Association Convention 
Dallas, Texas 
 

$200 

   
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 
Purpose II:  To honor women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive service in 

any field of education 
 

Educators of the Year 
 
Miranda Blount, Mu (NW) Logansport Elementary Teacher of the Year 

DeSoto Parish Elementary Teacher of the Year 
 

Amy Holley, Beta Xi (C) Pineville High School Teacher of the Year 
Rapides Parish High School Teacher of the Year 
 

Veronica Murzi, Rho (SE) Tchefuncte Middle School Teacher of the Year 
 

Catherine Olinde, Alpha Lambda (NW) STEM Magnet Academy Middle School Teacher of the Year 
 

Charlotte Reed, Xi (SW) Evangeline Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Acadia Parish Elementary Teacher of the Year 
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Central 

Psi 
Alpha Beta 

Alpha Pi 
Alpha Upsilon 

Beta Xi 
Beta Sigma 

Northeast 
Eta 

Theta 
Omega 

Alpha Alpha 
Beta Chi 

Northwest 
Zeta 
Nu 

Alpha Rho 
Alpha Sigma 
Beta Alpha 

Beta Epsilon 
Beta Omicron 

South 
Iota 

Upsilon 
Alpha Delta 

Southeast 
Omicron 

Rho 
Alpha Lambda 

Alpha Mu 
Beta Gamma 

Beta Tau 
Gamma Gamma 

Southwest 
Alpha 

Xi 
Chi 

Alpha Gamma 
Alpha Zeta 

Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Omega 

Beta Zeta 
 
 

2021 - 2022 KEY CHAPTERS 
   

GOLD SILVER 
 
Central District 
     Psi 
     Alpha Beta 
     Beta Xi 
 
Northeast District 
     Theta 
     Alpha Alpha 
 
 
Northwest District 
     Mu 
     Alpha Rho 
     Alpha Sigma 
 

 
South District 
     Upsilon 
      
 
 
Southeast District 
     Rho 
     Alpha Lambda 
     Alpha Mu 
 
Southwest District 
     Chi 
     Alpha Kappa 
 

 
Central District 
     Alpha Pi 
     Alpha Upsilon 
     Beta Sigma 
 
Northeast District 
     Eta 
     Omega 
     Beta Chi 
 
Northwest District 
     Zeta 
     Beta Epsilon 
     Beta Omicron 
 
 

 
South District 
     Alpha Delta 
     Beta Mu 
 
 
Southeast District  
     Omicron 
     Gamma Gamma 
     Gamma Eta 
 
Southwest District 
     Alpha 
     Beta Zeta 
 

BRONZE 
 

Central District 
Beta Kappa 

 

Southwest District 
Xi 

Alpha Gamma 
Alpha Omega 

 
 
 

FLEUR DE LIS SEMI-FINALISTS 
 

Alpha Beta (C) Bags of Blessings 
Alpha Kappa (SW) Rebuilding with New Books 
Alpha Lambda (SE) Fighting Human Trafficking 
Alpha Rho (NW) Renesting Project 
Upsilon (S) Bags of Blessings 

 
  

2022 NEWSLETTER AWARDS 
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Standing Committee Reports – Society Business 

 

 

 

 
Joyce Landry, Chair (Alpha Lambda, SE) 

Lynn Wooten (Alpha Beta, C) 
Michelle Olinde (Alpha Alpha, NE) 

Dolores Hackler (Alpha Sigma, NW) 
Maureen Theriot (Alpha Delta, S) 
Lucinda Stark (Alpha Kappa, SW) 

Mary Anne Russell, Webmaster (Psi, C) 
Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor (Beta Omicron, NW) 

 

 Martha Turner, Chair (Alpha Rho, NW) 
Donna Adams (Beta Sigma, C) 

Gene Cosentino (Theta, NE) 
Marie Giardina (Alpha Delta, S) 

Betsy Stafford (Alpha Lambda, SE) 
Frances Byler (Alpha Kappa, SW) 

Ex-Officio:  Sandra Pruitt (State President) 
Ex-Officio:  Judy Rongey (State Treasurer) 

Consultant:  Lori Myers (Executive Secretary) 

 

 

 
Kathye Blackburn, Chair (Alpha Rho, NW) 

Deborah Hubbard (Psi, C) 
Denise Baugh (Theta, NE) 

Cindy Ruel (Alpha Delta, S) 
Rebecca Priest (Rho, SE) 

Jackie Brown (Alpha Kappa, SW) 
Ex-Officio:  Sandra Pruitt (State President) 
Consultant: Judy Rongey (State Treasurer) 

Ex-Officio:  Lori Myers (Executive Secretary) 

 Kathy Welch, Chair (Alpha Mu, SE) 
Amanda Taylor (Alpha Beta, C) 

Mary Churchwell (Alpha Alpha, NE) 
Tedine Soule (Mu, NW) 

Mary LeBlanc (Upsilon, S) 
Margret Atkinson (Gamma Eta, SE) 

Loraine Sinitiere (Chi, SW) 

 

 

 
Barbara Campbell, Chair (Zeta, NW) 

Terri Carpenter (Beta Xi, C) 
Loretta Poole (Beta Chi, NE) 
Loretta Brehm (Upsilon, S) 

Bertha Hinojosa (Alpha Xi, SE) 
Suzanne Gray (Xi, SW) 

 Lisa Taylor, Chair (Eta, NE) 
Glenda Spurgeon (Beta Xi, C) 

Jan Greer (Mu, NW) 
Joellen Welch (Beta Mu, S) 

Peggy King (Alpha Lambda, SE) 
Emily Guillotte (Chi, SW) 

 

 

 

 

Margene Watters, Chair (Alpha Rho, NW) 
Nancy Crain (Alpha Beta, C) 

Ashley Allen-Moreland (Alpha Alpha, NE) 
Grace Beane (Upsilon, S) 

Beth Dawson (Alpha Mu, SE) 
Debbie Torline (Chi, SW) 

 

 
https://tinyurl.com/2022-dkg-business 
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Standing Committee Reports – Society Mission & Purposes 
 
 

   
 

Donnis Poe, Chair (Beta Sigma, C) 
Janie Humphries (Theta, NE) 
Carolyn Wiggins (Nu, NW) 

Joan Fontaine (Beta Lambda, S) 
Beth Box (Alpha Mu, SE) 

Anne Arceneaux (Alpha Kappa, SW) 
 

 
Monica Wertz, Chair (Upsilon, S) 

Amy Florendo (Beta Sigma, C) 
Kathy Vollmar (Alpha Alpha, NE) 
Lisa Benson (Alpha Sigma, NW) 
Renee Siccone (Gamma Eta, SE) 
Twinda Johnson (Beta Zeta, SW) 

 

 
Telitha Doke, Chair (Eta, NE) 
Lea Anne Fisher (Beta Xi, C) 

Joy Telford (Beta Epsilon, NW) 
Jane Spengler (Upsilon, S) 

Donna Kimball-Lerma (Alpha Xi, SE) 
Page Gray (Xi, SW) 

 

   

 
Kathy Deshotel, Chair (Beta Zeta, SW) 

Charlotte Elmer (Beta Xi, C) 
Lori Wallace (Alpha Alpha, NE) 

Debney Biggs (Zeta, NW) 
Nila Surgi (Beta Mu, S) 

Felicia Robinson (Omicron, SE) 
 
 

Mary Kay Allain, Chair (Alpha, SW) 
Lauren Johnson (Psi, C) 

Lea Ann Walley (Omega, NE) 
Wanda Rougeau (Mu, NW) 
Erika Spengler (Upsilon, S) 

Holly Broom (Rho, SE) 

 
Barbara Richard, Chair (Beta Xi, C) 

Stacey Grieme (Omega, NE) 
Sherry Bohannon (Beta Omicron, NW) 

Sheri Richardson (Alpha Delta, S) 
Candy Metz (Alpha Mu, SE) 
Paula Graffeo (Alpha, SW) 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
Casey Vercher, Chair (Xi, SW) 

Diane Hatcher (Psi, C) 
Amanda Moore (Omega, NE) 

Diana Gwinn (Alpha Sigma, NW) 
Linda Peirce (Alpha Delta, S) 
Mary Mocsary (Omicron, SE) 

 

 

   
https://tinyurl.com/2022-dkg-mission-purpose 
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Special Committee Reports 
 

   
 

Starla Clark, Chair (Alpha Upsilon, C) 
Tina Wolfe (Alpha Alpha, NE) 

Carolyn Rister (Mu, NW) 
Kay Caruso (Beta Lambda, S) 

Mary Jane Clark (Gamma Eta, SE) 
Mary Miller (Alpha Zeta, SW) 

 

Pat Crochet, Chair (Iota, S) 
Lorie Speer (Beta Kappa, C) 

Karen Pittman (Alpha Alpha, NE) 
Pam Hesser (Mu, NW) 

Linda Vaccaro (Omicron, SE) 
Corinne Granger (Beta Zeta, SW) 

Tamra Fletcher, Chair (Beta Sigma, C) 
Carolyn Mills (Alpha Alpha, NE) 
Loretta Harris (Beta Epsilon, NW) 

Joan Gaudet (Upsilon, S) 
Roxanne Lagarde (Rho, SE) 

Jennifer Hebert (Alpha Zeta, SW) 

  
 

 

Charlotte Elmer (Beta Xi, C) 
Barbara Jobe (Zeta, NW) 

Lisa Taylor (Eta, NE) 
Lynnette Wise (Beta Tau, SE) 

Dolores Hackler, Chair (Alpha Sigma, NW) 
Jerry Malone (Alpha Sigma, NW) 

Janie Humphries (Theta, NE) 
Beth Dawson (Alpha Mu, SE) 

Peggy King (Alpha Lambda, SE) 
  

https://tinyurl.com/2022-dkg-special-committee 
 

 
State Officers/Personnel 

 
District Directors 

Marcy Bonnette, Central; Dr. Tia Neal, Northeast; Jennifer Pace, Northwest; 
Nann Galloway, South; Darla Foley, Southeast; Mary Ann Olinger, Southwest 

  

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/2022-dkg-state-officer 
 

Scan QR code or click on link to read the convention reports. 
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LOUISIANA STATE ORGANIZATION FLEUR DE LIS SERVICE AWARD WINNER 
BAGS OF BLESSINGS by Upsilon Chapter 

 
 Special needs students and adults have a special place in the hearts of Upsilon Chapter members.  
Recognizing that all people need to experience connection and acceptance, Upsilon members reached out to two 
organizations associated with Southeastern Louisiana University: Lions Connected Students, a college program 
for students with special needs, and Options Cleaning Krewe, a company that provides work experience for 
adults with disabilities. 
 Through chapter meetings and the chapter newsletter, members were informed of the needs of these 
students/adults and encouraged to donate items.  Members responded by donating drawstring bags, school 
supplies, snacks, hygiene items and other personal items.  After all items were collected a small group (due to 
COVID restrictions) of Upsilon members met to assemble the bags.   
 While completing this project, members learned about these non-traditional programs offered by LSU 
that support citizens with disabilities.  It allowed members the opportunity to pass on blessings that had been 
shown to them and give encouragement and love to students and adults with special needs. 
 Dr. Dana Perilloux, SLU professor and Upsilon member, reached out to her contacts at SLU to arrange a 
meeting with the recipients.  The Bags of Blessings were presents to the Lions Connected Students and Options 
Cleaning Krewe.  The bags were very well received and much appreciated. 
 
 

NOTE OF THANKS 

 

 The 2022 Louisiana State Organization Delta Kappa Gamma Convention “Blooming on the Bayou” was 
a wonderful reality after waiting over two years for an “in-person” event! So many DKG members registered 
and attended the convention in Lafayette, LA. We are so thankful to all of them! It was so good to visit with 
DKG friends from around the state, as well as, meet many new members. It was a long wait since the last 
convention in 2019, so it was a joy to finally have the opportunity to meet again!  
 

 We wanted to share our heartfelt appreciation for everyone’s assistance, support, and kindness. We are 
so grateful to Southwest District chapters for their tremendous generosity in hosting the state convention. Their 
assistance was a tremendous asset and we’re so thankful for all the members! Special thanks to Alpha Chapter 
(SW) for wonderfully managing the responsibilities and tasks of the Registration Committee. Their hard work is 
so appreciated!! Big thanks goes to Central District for their generous donation of some of the convention table 
favors and centerpieces, which they were unable to use for the 2020 convention, cancelled due to Covid-19.  
 

 We are so grateful to the LSO DKG Officers and Executive Committee for their support during the past 
years. Special thanks to Sandra Pruitt, LSO DKG President, for her dedication and understanding. When she 
asked us to serve as convention cochairs, none of us could have imagined that a pandemic would occur and 
create unprecedented events in planning a convention. But Sandra remained faithful that we would have a 
convention again and celebrate after the days of restrictions and mandates. Unfortunately, she could not attend 
convention, due to her recovery from eye surgery, but we felt her love, support, and encouragement each day. 
We missed you, Sandra!  
 

 We are especially thankful for Dr. Lori Myers, LSO DKG Executive Secretary, for her unending 
assistance and guidance. She was tremendously helpful during all of the planning (and sometimes re-planning!) 
of the 2022 state convention with the challenges of a pandemic! She so kindly shared her knowledge and 
expertise with us and we will forever be grateful for everything she did. Thank you so much, Lori!!  
 

 It is said, that through life experiences, friendships grow! That is certainly true of our situation. We did 
not know each other prior to 2019, but now, it is a delight that we have become friends! This has been an 
unforgettable, rewarding experience for both of us and we are humbled that we had the privilege of serving as 
the 2022 Convention Co-Chairmen!  
 

With sincere gratitude,  
Jackie Brown (Alpha Kappa) and Paula Graffeo (Alpha) 
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JOIN THE GOOD TIMES AT THE 2022 DKG INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN NEW ORLEANS 
 
Mark your calendar for the 2022 DKG 
International Convention from July 12-16, 
2022. Join DKG members from around the 
world at the Sheraton Hotel at 500 Canal 
Street. Make plans to volunteer to help with 
registration, properties room, setting up 
events or monitoring rooms. Look for the 
link to sign up to volunteer using Sign up 
Genius on the DKG website dkg.org. Many 
of you have already volunteered to help by 
decorating a fleur de lis table decoration. 
Please return your beautifully decorated fleur 
de lis to Martha Turner at the LA DKG state 
convention in March 2022. 
 

 
If you are interested in sharing your expertise 
as a presenter for the breakout sessions, 
please submit your proposal by 1/7/22 located 
on the dkg.org website. If you know any 
crafters, please invite them to become 
vendors at the convention marketplace on 
7/14-7/15/22. The vendor form is currently 
available on the DKG website so you can 
download and share with any prospective 
vendor. To stay connected to all the exciting 
news about the convention download the 
DKG app on your electronic device.  
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Celebrating Our State Sisters ………… 
 
Omega Chapter held an informational program that was presented by Carol Linder.  She shared information 
with Omega members about her new position as one of the Franklin Parish Instructional Coaches.  
 
Beta Omicron Chapter members have accepted their president Jamie Lawrence challenge to recruit former 
members who dropped from DKG back into their chapter. As we know on the state and international level 
Reinstatements Can Boost Membership.   
 
Beta Zeta Chapter honored member Kay Sonnier with a 50 year Delta Kappa Gamma membership pin at 
their Christmas meeting. Congratulations Kay, 50 year member of Delta Kappa Gamma. 
 
Beta Lambda chapter hosted the first Zoom District meeting.  It was small, but very successful.  They raised a 
combined total of almost $500 for Isaac Joseph School, the Florence Amy fund, and Schools for Africa 
 
Erika Spengler of Upsilon chapter was recognized with an award for 20 years of teaching in St. Charles 
Parish Schools by the School Board at their meeting on November 17, 2021. 
 
Iota Chapter treated faculties of Grand Caillou Elementary, Village East, Upper Little Caillou, Montegut, 
Dularge, and Honduras to donuts. These are the elementary schools sharing their campuses due to Hurricane 
Ida. 
 
Pat Crochet of Iota chapter was the guest speaker at the South District Zoom meeting. Pat shared information 
about her two published children’s books featuring Randolph the Coon hound. 
 
Alpha Delta chapter was “instrumental” in helping Marrero Middle School replace band instruments lost in 
Hurricane Ida.  Many members supported local artist Josh Wingerter in his Art Gallery Opening and Gala in 
November.  
 
Alpha Delta chapter continues to support the Isaac Joseph School with donations of money, food, and school 
uniforms.  They also support Gloria’s Kids in memory of long-time member Gloria Larousse  
 
Beta Mu Chapter has a new team of leaders as they prepare for the 2022 South District meeting T Andrea’s 
Restaurant.  
 
Delta Chapter continues to be a shining light in the South District.  They have a small number of members, 
mostly home bound or in assisted living centers, who are led and supported almost single-handedly by Jolie 
Heiderhof.  
 
Omicron Chapter is reinstating their Omicron Member Scholarship. They are asking Omicron chapter 
members to check over the application to see if you qualify for a scholarship. You may use it for workshops as 
well as classes. See Diane Hughes for more information. A wonderful idea to help our members. 
 
Beta Chi member Dr. Tia Neal coauthored a textbook with several other authors. It is meant to be a resource 
for special education teachers, especially new teachers. There are15 chapters that include a plethora of 
information regarding the different areas of special education. The publication info is below:  

 

Neal, T. (2022). Gifted and talented: Critical issues related to advanced learners. In Jeremy Bell (Ed.), New 
Considerations and Best Practices for Training Special Education Teachers (Chapter 10). IGI Global. 
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Theta chapter members gathered on Thursday, January 13th via 
ZOOM.  The guest speaker was Representative Chris Turner who 
provided a legislative update, answered questions, and shared his 
legislative priorities.  We were so pleased that he could join us 
virtually.    
 
Theta Chapter February Program was presented by Amy Hogan, 
the Dietetic Internship Director at Louisiana Tech University, and 
some of her Nutrition and Dietetics interns.  The Dietetic 
Internship program prepares students to become Registered 
Dietitians.  Each intern has earned a bachelor's degree in nutrition 
and dietetics and takes graduate courses towards their master's degree. The interns are placed in healthcare 
facilities, schools, community centers, and foodservice industries throughout North Louisiana.  They are 
required to complete 1200 hours of supervised practice before they are eligible to take the national registration 
exam.  This group of students will complete the program in May.  The students were grateful for the 
opportunity to be able to present information about a heart healthy diet to our group of educators.  
 
Congratulations to Theta member, Amy Hogan, who successfully defended her dissertation in November and 
graduated from Louisiana Tech in March.  
 
Congratulations to Theta member, Emily Kelley, whose proposal for a workshop at the 2022 International 
Convention was accepted!   
 

Beta Xi, treasurer, Amy Holley, was named high school teacher of 
the year for Pineville High and recently became the Rapides Parish 
Teacher of the Year.  It is a well-deserved honor as she is a superb 
teacher.  She is an engaged, energetic and dedicated teacher as her 
students will tell you.  The state competition is just around the corner 
and we 
want to 
wish her 
well. 
What 
makes 
this really 
special is 
Amy 

achieved this while dealing with severe medical 
issues last year. 
Amy has taught since 2009 to the present.  She 
teaches the gifted math classes at Pineville HS and 
is presently serving as coordinator for the gifted 
program.  Being involved is a big part of who Amy is.  She has served as an advisor for the PHS Student 
Council for the last 12 years.  During that time she has served as a district officer six times and as a state officer 
three times.  She, her co-advisor, and the PHS Student Council have hosted the state convention twice.  They 
have won numerous awards on the state and national level for helping with various community service 
projects.  The National Association of Student Councils has recognized the Pineville High Student Council as a 
National Gold Council of Excellence for four years, one of only six schools in the state to achieve this award. 
When our treasurer of many years, Joycelyn Lee, needed to pass the duties on to someone else, Amy stepped up 
and became our treasurer.  She was our Rose in Bloom in 2000 and we are really looking forward to the great 
things she will accomplish in the future.  
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 Catherine Olinde, Alpha Lambda, recognized as Middle School Teacher of the Year at STEM Magnet 
Academy in Pointe Coupee 
 
Bridget Berry, Alpha Lambda, was awarded a “2021 Louisiana Public Interest Fellowship” 
 
Alpha Lambda teachers collected gift cards and school supplies for Metanoia House residents, elementary 
books for a new public school library and snacks for family and visitors in the local hospital Hospice Room.  
 
Beta Zeta chapter had a “Fun with Painting” night in November.  One of 
our members, Mary Donaldson, agreed to generously donate her time to help 
us learn how to paint.  Mary is an Art Teacher at Iowa Middle School.  She 
guided us in painting a scene of 3 Christmas Trees and all had a great 

time.  Food was provided by the 
chapter.  Over 30 ladies attended the 
event.  Proceeds for the night are going to 
assist with state convention costs for our 
president as well as the Literacy/Numeracy 
Seed Grant Fund.  
 
 
Alpha Alpha Chapter delivered 36 new 
teacher gifts in Morehouse parish  
 

 
 
 
 
Theta chapter members gathered 
on Thursday, December 9th at 
5:30 PM in the home of Jamie 
Futch.  Members enjoyed a 
wonderful potluck dinner and 
great fellowship.  Members were excited to welcome special guest, Carla Williams, who is on the 
administrative team at Choudrant Elementary (pictured below with member Leslie Ray).  During the meeting, 
members participated in a Christmas Gift Exchange and a Community Service Project.  For 2021-2022, the 
chapter has been volunteering and providing services to the Lincoln Parish Library.  For December, chapter 
members donated goodies to create gift baskets for the Library Outreach program. 
 
Louisiana State Organization DKG members have donated $1,390.00 for Kentucky DKG members that 
experienced terrible storms in December. 
 
Dana Vicellio of Gamma Gamma hosted their chapter meeting where guest, Ann Richey, in charge of custody 
courts with the Iris Domestic Violence Center, was the speaker at their meeting.  She shared many insights into 
the workings of the center.  
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Beta Gamma Chapter collected and donated toys to the Livingston Parish Sheriff's Toy drive at Christmas 
time. What a thoughtful and generous gesture!  
 
Chi’s regular chapter meeting was held December 7, 2021, at The Petroleum Club in Morgan City. They 
inducted and welcomed new member, Jennifer Walker to Delta Kappa Gamma 
 
Chi Chapter initiated a new project to support new educators by offering four $25 cash door prizes at the 
“Mentoring, Assisting, and Supporting Teachers” meeting at the SMP office. Payton Suire and Erica 
Benoit were winners at the November meeting. Two more will be given at the January meeting. 
 
Congratulations were given to Janine Hoang, Chi Chapter for being chosen Elementary Teacher of the Year 
for Aucoin Elementary School  
 
Congratulations to Vera Judycki, Chi Chapter– the Ray Cortez Written Encouragement Award for her 
Watercolor “Japanese Magnolia on Variegated” and the Gay Briehn Merit Award for watercolor “Blue Flower” 
at the Artists Guild Unlimited Show and Sale. 
 

Several DKG sisters took the opportunity in December to visit with 
Miss Weide and shower her with some Christmas cheer and pass 
on greetings from the membership. Loretta Brehm and Mary 
LeBlanc brought her a Christmas sweater that lit up with Christmas 
lights which she insisted on wearing right away and delighted in 
showing off to all her friends. Faith Moran reports: Fay 
Champagne and I purchased Kathleen's Deroche beautiful lap quilt 
and gave it to Ms. Weide for Christmas. She was delighted and held it 
the whole time we were there; didn't let it go. She thought it was so 
beautiful, and it is. She couldn't believe Kathleen made it in 3 days. 
She said she would have taken a lot longer to do it. We also gave her 
the Santa ornament and Monica's fruit bag. She was so happy.   

 
Eta chapter's president, Telitha Doke, gave an inspiring message in 
their newsletter. President’s Place Eta Chapter: A Garden of Possibilities 
In the photo, I see trees. Trees provide shade that is important in 
Louisiana. Some flowers flourish in the shade. Others prefer the 
sunshine. People are like that – different. We have different likes and 
dislikes, different talents, different weaknesses and different viewpoints 
and ideas. The important thing to remember is that we need all those 
differences. Working together with the differences gives us depth and 

helps us to arrive at better solutions. I am so grateful for the wonderful differences I see in my DKG sisters.  
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AG’s Office Rep Laura Seabaugh Speaks to Mu Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma 
By Jan Greer 

 The Mu Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma International met February 7, 2022, at the 
Pelican Branch Library, Pelican, Louisiana. Laura Seabaugh, a representative from 
Attorney General Jeff Landry, Louisiana Department of Justices’ Office presented an 
outstanding, informative program concerning Internet safety, Internet fraud, Internet 
“scams” we fall prey to and ways to avoid leaving “internet footprints”.  This presentation 
was coordinated to correlate with observance of Internet Safety Day, which was observed 
on February 8.  One member committed at the conclusion of the meeting, “the information 
Mrs. Seabaugh shared was pertinent to all who use computers, social media and various 
methods of communication regardless of age, gender, or education background.”  
 
 
    Keeping the Flame Burning 
 

Members of Mu Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma who have daughters that have 
followed in their mother’s /grandmother’s “footsteps” as educators were recognized recently. Members each brought 
pictures of their daughters and (or brought their 
daughters to the meeting) and shared about 
their teaching experiences. Shown from left to 
right-Angela Cleveland (DKG member) and 
daughter of Deb Burch, Terri Foley-Fallon 
Wilkerson, Katherine Freeman-Kathy Risinger, 
Susan Freeman and Pam Freeman, Emily 
Fulton—daughter of Kriston Fulton, Becky 
Parker-Emily Johnston, Melissa Rutherford-
Nikki Lozano, Teddie Soule-Jennifer 
Nikopoulos, not shown—Kathleen Myers-
Leigh Ann Myers and granddaughter-Emily 
Myers, and Evelyn Noles-Amy Dorrah. 
Various Mu members shared about family 
members who were educators or employees of 
the school systems. Jan Greer, President 
presented each member who was recognized 
with candles, to symbolize, “Keeping the Flame Burning.” 
 
Miranda Blount, Mu Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society was 
the recipient of the DeSoto Parish School Board’s your Elementary 
Teacher of the Year. Miranda is a second grade teacher at Logansport 
High School in Logansport, LA. She has been a teacher for the past 22 
years. Miranda is a second generation Delta Kappa Gamma member—
her Grandmother, Edwina Russell was a second grade teacher at at 
Logansport Elementary School for 37 years. 
Congratulations, Miranda—we know you will represent DeSoto Parish 
well at the state level!! 
(Shown in picture -left to right-Alice Thomas-DPSB-President, 
Miranda Blount and Clay Corley-Superintendent of DPSB) 
 
The February, 2022 meeting of Beta Rho Chapter was held in 
Franklinton at The DA Varnado Museum depicting the Mardi 
Gras season. They announced their slate of officers for the 2022-
2024 bienniums. They are as follows: President - Carolyn 
McElveen, Vice President - Debbie Fletcher, Secretary - Kay 
Carney, Treasurer/Newsletter - Sheryl Holliday, and Parliamentarian - Karen Spears. 
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At their last meeting Eta Chapter voted to 
increase the amount amend the budgeted 
Scholarship amount to $1500, which would 
provide a $100 scholarship for all listed teachers. 
As you can see from the pictures that were copied 
from their newsletter Eta chapter surprised several 
teachers with a small cash gift which was greatly 
appreciated by all. WAY to go ETA CHAPTER! 
  

I would like to thank all of you who sent 
cards, messages, and flowers along with phone calls 
during this ordeal. It was very encouraging.  I am 
so thankful to all of you for showing your concern 
and love.  You are loved and appreciated. 

 
Sandra Pruitt President LSO DKG 

Alpha Mu had their Christmas gathering where 
they brought together their families, 
grandchildren, etc. and had a White Elephant 
auction to collect funds to help pay for 
convention. The photos in their newsletter from 
the event convey that lots of fun was had by all.  
 
Congratulations to Sheri Higdon, Chi Chapter, 
on your article “Principals! The Greatest Gift You 
Can Give Is Your Time” for being selected for 
inclusion in the Volume 88-2 issue of The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Bulletin. 
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Marie’s Ministry of Love Through Shoe Boxes 
By Marcy Paulk Bonnette, M.Ed. 

 

Many years ago, Delta Kappa Gamma member Marie Johnson wanted to help make a difference in the lives of 
children around the world. She heard about an organization that packed shoe boxes with gifts for boys and girls 
and shipped the boxes around the world to children in need of Christmas cheer. This seasonal hobby of 
compassion became an even deeper passion for Marie, and she decided to dedicate her time as an official year-
round volunteer for Samaritan’s Purse. That was over ten years ago! Now, Marie is the Church Relations 
Coordinator for Operation Christmas Child (OCC) which is one of the main ministries of Samaritan’s Purse. 
“My job is to recruit and mobilize churches to generate shoe box gifts, “says Marie Johnson. 
In September of 2021, Marie was recognized by Samaritan’s Purse for her volunteer service and dedication to 
bringing Christmas to children who may never 
see the joy of a holiday gift otherwise. With the 
encouragement and hard work of Marie and 
other OCC volunteers, Central Louisiana Area 
church groups and other organizations packed 
16,021 boxes (plus more built online) to be 
shipped to excited children waiting eagerly for 
Christmas presents to arrive! Marie said her 
church, First Baptist Church of Pineville of 
which she has been a member for over 2 & ½ 
years, packed 600 boxes for delivery. FBC’s 
Women on Mission group packed 400 of those. 
“I love this ministry because of the joy and love 
the children experience as they receive the 
boxes,” says Marie. “Also, they receive the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.” Marie says 
Samaritan’s Purse partners with the local churches of countries throughout the world to distribute the shoe 
boxes to children in need throughout their impoverished neighborhoods. In 2019, Operation Christmas Child, 
through Samaritan’s Purse, invited Marie to go to Namibia, Africa to personally deliver Christmas shoe boxes 
to the children there. “What a blessing!” says Marie of her adventure. Each year, Marie encourages her Alpha Pi 
Chapter sisters, church family, neighbors, area organizations, and anyone within earshot to join her in helping 
ensure underprivileged children in far-reaching and impoverished areas will find joy each year in a gift 
packaged with the love of Christ. If you are interested in joining Marie and thousands of other volunteers with 
Operation Christmas Child, then contact Alpha Pi’s Marie Johnson or any ministry of Samaritan’s Purse for 
more information. You can step up and make a difference one shoe box at a time for children who need to see 
how your generosity can brighten their world. Photo: Marie Johnson, Church Relations Coordinator for 
Operation Christmas Child and member of DKG Alpha Pi Chapter, shown with Christmas shoe boxes 
she helped build and distribute.  
 
 
Karolyn Pinsel-Harrell of Omicron is now teaching at the campus in Lacombe and finishing her doctoral 
coursework. Kudos to Karolyn for continuing her education.  
 
 

Congratulations, Michele Olinde, Alpha Alpha, for your three-dimensional art “Soaring in Shades of Blue” 
and “The Symbol of the Rose” being accepted into the DKG Fine Arts Gallery. We anticipate the unveiling of 
the new DKG Fine Arts Gallery by mid-April. Your work will be displayed on the gallery for six months, after 
which it will be archived for two years 

 
 

Congratulations to Theta Chapter who won the Screaming Sisters Award at state convention.  
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Beta Alpha chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International met Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at the 
Claiborne Parish Library, our theme for the meeting was “Let’s Talk: Thrift Stores.” Cynthia Sandifer and Carol 
Smith from Be a Blessing were our guests. Cynthia shared with us how “Be a Blessing” supports the 
community. They help families in need by providing them with clothes, shoes, bill payments, and many other 
acts of charity. They serve over 100 families every month and their work is truly a blessing. President Bays 
presented Cynthia and Carol with a monetary donation to “Be a Blessing” from the Beta Alpha Chapter. 
If you would like to donate to “Be a Blessing,” go by their store or find them on Facebook (Be a Blessing 
Claiborne Parish). 
 

 
 
Five of the past presidents of Alpha Beta -Billie Ann 
Bates, Melissa Trammell, Sheila Causey, Jane Purser, 
and Theresa Hendrix- presented the Founders Day 
program “GRITS- Girls Raised in the South” at the 
March meeting. The ladies shared five attributes of the 
founders through five symbols—magnolia, skillet, pearls, 
smiley face and music book.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations, Dana Perilloux, Upsilon, for your 
photography “Louisiana Pathway” being accepted into the 
DKG Fine Arts Gallery. We anticipate the unveiling of the 
new DKG Fine Arts Gallery by mid-April. Your work will be 
displayed on the gallery for six months, after which it will be 
archived for two years. 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations, Judy Rongey, Upsilon, 
for your photography “Luck Dog at the 
Lake” and “Wyoming Weather” being 
accepted into the DKG Fine Arts Gallery. 
We anticipate the unveiling of the new 
DKG Fine Arts Gallery by mid-April. 
Your work will be displayed on the gallery 
for six months, after which it will be 
archived for two years.   
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Congratulations to Chi Chapter's Judy Weber.  She received the “National 
Episcopal Distinguished Woman Award” for her outstanding service to 
Trinity Episcopal Church where she has been a member for over 50 years!  At 
Trinity, Judy taught Sunday school, sponsored youth groups, served in various 
offices, and published the church newsletter for over 15 years.  She still serves 
on the Altar Guild, sings in the choir, and often leads Morning Prayer because 
the church is currently without a supply priest.  She has also served on several 
executive boards on the Diocesan level and was selected as an "Honored 
Woman" in 2005.  In addition, Judy Weber has been a Delta Kappa Gamma 
member for 45 years and served as Chi Chapter president from 1988-1990.  
Chi Chapter is so proud of you, Judy!   
 
 
 

 
At the St. Bernard Retired Teachers Association meeting, 
Faith Moran, Upsilon Chapter, was awarded the "Retired 
Teacher of the Year" award for 2021. She was in shock and so 
honored to receive this award. The man with Faith is the 
president, Paul Grethel. The St. Bernard Retired Teachers 
Association is a wonderful organization. Paul keeps on top of 
everything, always looking out for them.   
 
 
 
 
At Convention, 10 of the Rho chapter's members performed a skit honoring and remembering the Louisiana 
State founders.  
 

Congratulations to Lacey Morel Bueche of Alpha Lambda, the Stem Magnet Academy principal who was 
recognized for being a finalist in the 2021 Principal of the Year competition.  
 
 

INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION 
  

FILES NEED UPDATING?  

 

All forms, brochures, and flyers have 
been updated to reflect the new HQ 
address. Please update your chapter 
files and website with these new forms. 
As you begin thinking about turning 
over your files to your successor, you 
will want to go through the materials to 
make sure that everything is up-to-
date. Most of the printed supplies from 
HQ are dated, and you will want to 
discard outdated forms and materials to 
bring your files current. Work with the 
new president to insure that the files 
contain current materials. 
 

12710 Research Blvd., STE 230 
Austin, TX 78759-4395 

BEGIN PLANNING FOR FOUNDERS' DAY 
 

In May, many chapters celebrate Founders’ Day. This can 
be a time for remembering the heritage of our organization 
as well as a time to look to the future. HQ provides some 
items that are very useful in preparing a program: Our 
Heritage, Volumes I, II, III, and IV, and Our Founders, a 
slide presentation with script. Volumes of Our 
Heritage can be found on the DKG website 
under Publications > Our Heritage and Our Founders can 
be found under Resources > Videos, PowerPoints, 
Templates > PowerPoints. 
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CALLING ALL NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS!!! 
Kathye Blackburn, Leadership Development Committee Chair 

 
The goal of the Leadership Development Committee is to have all four of the chapter officers from each chapter 
present at the New Chapter Officers’ Training. Help us reach that goal by participating in the training. 
 
If you are going to be a chapter President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, or Treasurer, please join your 
State Officers for a day of meaningful training about the duties of those offices.  The training will be held on 
June 4 in Pineville at the Pineville Convention Center.  Each State Officer will hold a workshop about the duties 
of her position and you will have time to ask those questions you might have about the position.  You will get to 
spend time with your district director, also.  
 
A registration form will be sent out in April.  Please register your chapter officers on it and return it promptly.  
We will begin the training day at 8:30 a.m. with introductions, have a short Google training (you will need a 
google account) led by Lori Myers, have officers’ training time, eat lunch, and have a short meeting with your 
district director. The training should be over on or before 2:40 p.m. We ask each person to fill out an evaluation 
form before they leave to let us know how we can improve the training and what you liked about it. 
 
We are looking for each of you to be there.  Please don’t disappoint us by missing out of this great training day. 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Chapter Officers Training 
Country Inn & Suites Pineville Convention Center 

Pineville, LA 
June 4, 2022 

 
2022 International Convention 

Sheraton New Orleans 
July 12-16 – New Orleans, LA 

 
Louisiana State Fall Committee Meeting 

Country Inn & Suites Pineville Convention Center 
Pineville, LA 

August 13, 2022 
 

Louisiana State Winter Committee Meeting 
TBD 

 
2023 State Convention 

Hilton Garden Inn & Suites 
Bossier City, LA 

March 10-12, 2023 
 

Bea Davis Leadership Seminar 
Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 

June 2-4, 2023 
 

 

Central District Meeting 
September 24, 2022 

Many, LA 
hosted by Psi 

 
Northeast & Northwest District Meeting 

October 1, 2022 
Ruston, LA 

hosted by Beta Chi & Alpha Rho 
 

South District Meeting 
October 8, 2022 

Metairie, LA 
hosted by Beta Mu 

 
Southeast District Meeting 

October 15, 2022 
Walker, LA 

hosted by Beta Gamma 
 

Southwest District Meeting 
November 5, 2022 

Lafayette, LA 
hosted by Alpha 
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DKGIEF: What’s a DKGIEF Director to Do? Part 2 
 
With the merger of the DKGEF and the Society’s Supporting Corporation in 2020, there is an opportunity for 
DKG members to learn more about the work of the new DKG International Educators Fund (DKGIEF). This 
article addresses the role of Directors…  
 
What function do these members of the DKGIEF Board of Directors serve? 
Foundation directors perform a variety of tasks on the Foundation.  
 All directors function foremost as stewards of the funds entrusted to them by donors: 

 Several are specifically involved in overseeing the selection of Cornetet Awards recipients and the 
Educational Projects awards.  

 International committees, associated with funds other than the Emergency Fund that are under the 
umbrella of DKGIEF, oversee the application and selection process for those funds. The Society’s Executive 
Director authorizes the distribution of monies from the Emergency Fund to recipients upon receipt of 
requests received from state organization presidents. 

 Some directors are responsible for working on the annual budget with the DKG Finance Director. They also review 
the Foundation Investment Policy, work with the Board’s financial advisor, and share pertinent reports with the full 
Board of Directors. 

 Other directors address public relations. They generate materials to promote DKGIEF both within Society and 
externally beyond the Society ‘s membership, enlisting a variety of media to accommodate ever-changing and 
expanding communication platforms. 

 Donor recognition is the focus of one set of directors. They specifically address the philanthropic nature of 
foundation work by coordinating events to recognize donors during DKG International meetings. They generate 
fundraising ideas that the full Board implements. Donor Committee members also maintain contact with donors and 
provide information on the Wall of Roses and Planned Gifts.  

 All directors plan and present workshops at international meetings and implement the fundraising ideas and events 
brought forward by the Donor Committee. 

 
In a future article, you will learn the answer to the question, “What qualifications will best serve a DKG 
member seeking to serve as a Foundation director?”  
  
  

 Want a really great way to help plant seeds for your 
future growth? Why not apply for a Louisiana State DKG 
Scholarship or an International Scholarship to help fund 
college classes you would like to take to earn a Master's or 
a Doctorate or a new certification? We have the money but 
we haven't had many applicants. As scholarship chairman, I 
encourage you to look on the state website and look over 
the requirements for the various scholarships. The 
applications are due by January 15 each year so they can be 
awarded for the following summer, fall, and spring 
semesters. You can be a part-time or a full-time student and 
scholarships range from $2500 a year to $500 a semester. I 
know any of these amounts would have helped me when I 
was pursuing my post graduate work. For information on 
International Scholarships, please go to the International 
Website. The committee also has funds to reimburse for the 
Praxis exam at any time of the year. To date, this has been 
the most frequently used monetary award. The committee 
looks forward to receiving more applications next year as 
you plant seeds for your future.  

Barbara Richard Scholarship Chair 
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DKGIEF: Fund Your Passion! 
 
A new era for DKG philanthropy began when the 
DKG Supporting Corporation and the DKG 
Educational Foundation merged to form the DKG 
International Educators Foundation (DKGIEF). A 
new website, a new logo, and a new contribution 
form provides information that offers a myriad of 
philanthropic opportunities to ignite the passions of 
supporters of education throughout the world.  
 
Now, by clicking on the DONATE link at the 
Society’s website page for DKGIEF, you access 
ALL nine funds housed under the Foundation:  
Cornetet Awards, Educational Projects, Educators 
Award, Emergency, Eunah Temple Holden 
Leadership, Golden Gift, International Speakers, 
Scholarship, and World Fellowship. The site 
provides information about each fund, its history 
and the work that it supports. Which of these nine 
funds fuels your passion? Is it seeking leadership 
opportunities, obtaining an advanced educational 
degree, or supporting female authors? Perhaps you 
are most motivated by aiding fellow members 
during emergency situations, giving educational 
opportunities to young women worldwide, or 
providing support for educational projects and/or 
professional development. If you are undecided 
about which fund to support, the “Area of Greatest 
Need” donation category allows you the option to 
channel your contribution to the fund that needs the 
most help at that time during the biennium.  
 
Donating online or via mail has also been 
streamlined! To donate electronically just complete 
the online form for the fund(s) you wish to support. 
Enter your credit card billing information and 
submit. If using postal service is your preference, 
download Form 43 from the website (Forms), 
complete it, and mail as directed. You might also 
consider filling out the contribution 
envelope/donation form within the next issue of the 
Collegial Exchange (88.2) set to arrive in your 
mailboxes during late November 2021. Complete 
and mail back without having to access the website. 
Your donation when received, either electronically 
or via post, will be acknowledged when processed at Society Headquarters. 
 
No matter your philanthropic passion, there is a DKGIEF fund that will address whatever motivates your 
generosity! 
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WARNING OF PHONE and EMAIL HOAX 
 

Louisiana DKG state officers and personnel were notified of a phone/email scam that indicated it was sent from 
State Officers.  The email/phone asks if you are free and indicates a need for you to do something for her.  This 
email/phone is a hoax and scam that apparently was sent to some of the DKG members.   
 

If any DKG member receives an email/phone similar to this from any of the state officers/personnel, please 
delete them immediately and know that these are hoaxes.  We have confirmed that the officer/personnel emails 
have not been hacked - it is simply other individuals "posing" as our officers/personnel. 
 

PLEASE NOTE that DKG state officers/personnel WILL NOT email you asking if you are free or to send 
money, gift cards, or gift card codes.  DO NOT RESPOND to any emails/calls.  If you actually try to reply, you 
will note that the email address for the reply is someone else.  If you were contacted and did respond, please 
contact the gift card company and take steps to cancel the transactions and/or stop payment.  
The Louisiana DKG Directory was removed from our state website so that individuals could not access email 
addresses and attempt to "pose" as others.  We do ask that you not share the directory on your chapter websites 
or in newsletters that are posted online.  
  

ALWAYS CHECK THE EMAIL OF THE SENDER. SCROLL OVER THE EMAIL ADDRESS AND MAKE 
SURE THE EMAIL IS ACTULLY FROM ONE OF US. The description may say our name but the email will 
be from someone else. 
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