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DEADLINES
JANUARY 2017
1st Submissions Deadline for Spring
2018 Arts and Humanities Gallery
(International)
15th Scholarship applications due to
State Scholarship Chairman
15th State Achievement Award
nomination form due to State
Achievement Award Chairman
15th Send the following forms to State
Professional Affairs Chairman:
Educator of the Year, National Board
Certified Teacher, Literacy/Numeracy
report, Literacy/Numeracy Seed Grant
Application
15th Chapter Theme Basket titles due
to State First-Timers’ Chairman
15th Literacy/Numeracy contributions
due to State Treasurer
15th Friend of Education Award
nominee form due to Legislative
Committee Chairman
15th Fleur de Lis Chapter Program
Entry due to Personal Growth and
Services Chairman
FEBRUARY 2017
01 Send to 2nd Vice-president/State
Membership Chairman Gwen Traylor
the following: Form 2 Necrology
Annual Report
01 Form 54 Chapter President Annual
Report to State President Kathye
Blackburn
01 Key Chapter documentation
(postmarked by February 1) to State
Recording Secretary Mitzi Quinn.
10 Committee Meetings as needed,
Country Inn and Suites/Pineville
Convention Center, Pineville, LA
15 State officer/committee chairmen
reports for State Convention booklet
due to Executive Secretary Lori Myers
15 World Fellowship contributions
due to International (not to state, not
mandatory)
MARCH 2018
16-18 Epsilon State Convention,
Baton Rouge, LA

Winter 2017

Dr. Hanna Fowler, International Representative
Louisiana Epsilon State Organization of the
Delta Kappa Gamma International Society is
so excited to welcome Dr. Hanna Fowler to
our State Convention in March in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana as our representative from
International.
Hanna is from Georgia, was initiated into
Alpha Theta Chapter in 1985, and has served
as chapter president of two chapters, Alpha
Theta and Gamma Omega. She is a charter
member of two chapters, Gamma Tau and
Gamma Omega. She served in many
capacities in those chapters.
Currently, Hanna serves as International Member-at-Large (2014-2018). She was
the SE Regional Director (2012-2014). As a member of the International
Administrative Board, she chaired and served as chair for the International
Publications Effectiveness Committee (2014-2016). She was a member of the
Society Strategic Plan Committee (2014-2016). She chairs the Procedures Manual
for Society Business Committee (2016-2018). She has been a member or chaired
many other committees for International. Hanna, also, conducted workshops at
International Conventions and SE Regional Conferences (2005-2014).
Hanna has been married for 39 years to whom she calls “My Knight in Shining
Armor,” Sammy Fowler. They have three great children, four wonderful
grandchildren, and a crazy, black cat named Res-Q.
We look forward to her being a part of the 84th Epsilon State Convention in Baton
Rouge on March 16-18, 2018.
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2018 UNICEF SCHOOLS FOR AFRICA
Sandra Pruitt, First Vice President
2018 UNICEF Schools for Africa Donations
Central District Attendees
Northeast District Attendees
Northwest District Attendees
South District Attendees
Southeast District Attendees
Southwest District Attendees
Total given by Epsilon State

$76.37
61.65
46.00
117.88
88.94
224.07
$614.91

JUST A REMINDER
Gwen Traylor, Second Vice President
The district meetings were fabulous! Each one exhibited uniqueness and creativity. You made the officers feel
welcome. Your kindness is overwhelming.
Form 6 or Form 2?
Form 6 is the report of the death of an individual member. It should be sent to me and to International as soon as
possible after the death of a member. It includes information about the member. If you have not sent in a Form 6
for a sister who passed away since the 2017 State Convention, please do so.
Form 2 is a necrology report, which asks the chapter to list all deceased members since February 1, 2017. This
form is due to me by February 1, 2018.
Both forms are important so that we can honor our sisters at the Celebration of Life Ceremony at State Convention.
MASTER CHEF RECIPE
Mitzi Quinn, Epsilon State Recording Secretary
R—remember to send in your completed key chapter form by January 31, 2018. Note the Date change.
E—engage you members to participate in creating the best recipe for a Gold Key Chapter.
C—contact me at mitziquinn@bellsouth.net or Mitzi Quinn, 1621 Milton Street, Monroe, LA 71201 for any questions or
clarifications about the form.
I—innovative ideas for programs and projects can get you points for your chapter.
P—Plan for receiving the points. Don’t just wait until December and check off what your chapter has done.
E—encourage your chapter members to help you fill out the form at chapter meetings; the first few items have to be verified
so make sure you get those items to the right person by the deadline date.
Place these ingredients together. Make sure you set your timer and remove by the due date. I will respond to let you know I
have received you Key Chapter Forms, so if you don’t hear from me within a week, contact me. Your Master Chef Challenge
is 100% participation.
2017 DISTRICT MEETING AWARD RECOGNITIONS

Rose-in-Bloom

Rosebud

Attendance Award

Central

Barbara M. Richard, Beta Xi

Jenene Bignar, Alpha Upsilon

Alpha Pi

Northeast

Harriet Haley Black, Beta Iota

Denise Baugh, Theta

Alpha Alpha

Northwest

Jean Patterson, Mu

Jennifer Campbell, Alpha Rho

Zeta

South

Ruth Autin, Alpha Delta

Grace Beane, Upsilon

Upsilon

Southeast

Jo Ann Hebert, Alpha Lambda

Nikki Lavergne, Omicron

Alpha Mu

Southwest

Donna Stewart, Beta Zeta

Twinda Johnson, Beta Zeta

Alpha Kappa

Check each district page in this issue for more information
KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING
Visit the Epsilon State Website at http://epsilonstatedkg.org Visit the International Website www.dkg.org The Deltion is now available
online at our state website. Choose how you would like to receive the Deltion.
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OUR SIX-WEEK JOURNEY IS OVER…
Kathye Blackburn, State President
The state officers and personnel just finished a six-week journey across our
state. We started in Jena and ended in Washington. It was quite a journey,
but one that we all enjoyed. We got to fellowship with our sisters, hear
awesome reports from the state committees, listen to outstanding speakers,
and eat good food. It is always a pleasure to be with our sisters from across
the state.
We had a total of 316 members plus 45 guests present at the six district
meetings. That amounts to about 20 percent of our membership at the meetings. I am hoping for a larger
group next year. Those of you who attended should really talk it up for next year.
Six ladies were recognized as outstanding members with less than five years of membership and six were
recognized as outstanding with more than five years of membership. Six chapters were given the
attendance award based on the percentage of members present.
I was so impressed with how each district did so much for the PACK the PANTRY backpack State Project.
Each district did a little something different, but I would say we helped to feed many hungry children in
Louisiana this fall.
Sandra Pruitt continued the collection of change for the Schools for Africa which we started last year. A
total of $622.81 was collected from all the districts. A total of forty-nine chapters were present and
participated in the collection this year.
I am really promoting our Epsilon State Facebook page which Past President, Judy Rongey, started last
biennium. We now have 324 members who have joined our Facebook page and I would like to have 500.
Please encourage each member to join. You can find out so much about what is going on in our state.
Judy will be posting silent auction items as they start to come in, pictures from all the district meetings are
on the page now, reminders of due dates that might concern you, and much more.
Remember—T, L, C—Teamwork, Leadership, Communication is our recipe for success.
U.S. FORUM CONNECTION #166, NOVEMBER 2017
This publication is intended for your information about issues important to education, women and
children. How you choose to use the information included here is up to you.
This free newsletter is sponsored by the United States Forum of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International. The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International is an organization of leading women educators with
over 80,000 members. Delta Kappa Gamma members wishing to subscribe to this FREE newsletter should send a
request to the editor Angela O. Bedenbaugh at Bedenbaugh.Angela@gmail.com. We urge you to share this
newsletter with other interested individuals who are not members of Delta Kappa Gamma or members who do not
subscribe to this publication.
IN THIS ISSUE:
 CURRENT TAX LEGISLATION
 SEXUAL HARRASMENT IN CONGRESS
 LEGISLATION OF INTEREST
 NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE SEMINAR (NLS) SCHEDULED
 FORUM FACEBOOK PAGE LINK
 FORUM WEB SITE
 CONTACTING YOUR LEGISLATOR
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Celebrating Sisters in the Spotlight …..
























Congratulations to the H. Norman Saurage III award finalist Amy Williams, Alpha Sigma. She was
recognized at the Annual Cecil J. Picard Educator Excellence Awards Gala in Baton Rouge.
Congratulations to following three Alpha Sigma teachers who received who received Donors Choose.org
grants for their classrooms: Carol Alford: Comfy and Cozy While Reading. Carla Fajordo: Touch It.
Move It. Own It. Amy Williams: Crazy for Chromebooks.
Nu Chapter held an initiation ceremony at their September 7th meeting for new members Whitney Cate, Lori
McGarity, Cheryl Taylor, Kay Watts, and Becky Wilson. Welcome to DKG and Epsilon State Ladies.
Beta Alpha Chapter prepared goodie bags to give to teachers new to Claiborne Parish.
Beta Omicron Chapter collected hardback books as their project and placed the books in the local dentist
clinic for parents to read to their children while they are waiting.
All three of Simpson High School’s Teachers of the Year are DKG Members. Congratulations to our Beta
Sigma Chapter sisters! Rhonda Hampton was chosen as the SHS High School Teacher of the Year.
Nicole Weatherford is SHS Elementary Teacher of the Year. Teresa Chelette is SHS Middle School Teacher
of the Year.
Congratulations to Valarie Williams, Psi Chapter, named Region 6 LACUE Secondary Teacher of the Year
Congratulations to Hilary Parrie Remedies, Psi Chapter, named Many Elementary School Teacher of the
Year
Omicron Chapter held their annual "Rocking For Reading" project in November. Money raised for that
project was also used to buy special Christmas supplies as well as regular items for the backpacks.
Alpha Lambda Chapter announced that two of their members Jo Ann Hebert and Catherine Olinde were
inducted into 2017 Teacher Wall of Fame. In addition, Catherine Olinde and Jo Ann Hebert received
Professor Jewell teacher grants. Congratulations ladies!
Ellen Lamarque, Rho Chapter, was nominee for Slidell Leadership Award
Upsilon Chapter members donated games and supplies to the Killona Center & St Rose Outreach Program
Upsilon Chapter members volunteered at St. Rose to fill weekend backpacks. Outstanding job, Ladies!
Rho Chapter once again teamed up to volunteer at Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Mandeville to read for
Story Hour. On November 7th and November 28th, Rho members worked with the children who attend the
weekly event. This project has been a great community outreach for them. Thank you to those Rho Members
who were able to participate!
Chi Chapter initiated five new members this past fall to DKG. Welcome Courtney Andrews, Amy
Vaccarella, Janine Hoang, Kimberly Vasquez, and Michelle Bishop to DKG & Epsilon State.
Six new members were initiated into the Beta Zeta Chapter on October 16th! President Donna Stewart and
members of Beta Zeta would like to welcome Kerry Witherington (OBES), Terri Alecia Smith (OKHS),
Hayley Smith (KES), Morgan Morrison (OKHS), Laura Courville (OBHS), and Brittany Manuel (OBHS) to
their chapter.
Alpha Alpha Chapter met in September to kick off the New Year initiating two new members: Jody Baggett
and Dale Bishop.
Alpha Sigma Chapter Members supported the local Community Renewal Friendship House Program by
collecting school supplies/ teacher supplies.
Pam Bond, Alpha Upsilon Chapter, presented each Alpha Upsilon Chapter member with a custom designed
“Car Jar” in which members are to collect “pocket” change to be used for chapter donations to Florence Amy
Emergency Fund, world Fellowship Fund, and Literacy/Numeracy Fund. Well done, Pam!

4

JEAN PATTERSON
Epsilon State President, 2007-2009
Gloria Jean Wilkerson Patterson was born December 4, 1939 in Provencal,
Louisiana and entered into rest August 21, 2017. She received her B.A. and M.A. in
Library Science from NSU and dedicated 31½ years to public education where she
was a junior high English teacher and a K-12 librarian at Pelican All Saints High
School in DeSoto Parish. Some of her involvements at that time were school
Commencement/Graduation Coordinator and sponsor/advisor for Honor Society,
Yearbook, Future Business Leaders of America, Beta Club, mentor to students and
new teachers, even advisor to the Principal; initiated Accelerated Reading program,
and unofficial advisor to staff members. She was on “Student of the Year” Committee
and later a judge, helped design and set-up new library at Pelican High, and also
served on a parish committee for School Accreditation. At the state-level, she co-authored several state reports and
continued to enlighten voters about education and legislative issues.
Jean was initiated into Mu Chapter in 1979 where she served her chapter not only as a loyal member but also as
recording secretary, first vice president, and president. She served as yearbook chairman and program chairman among
many other committee positions. On Epsilon State level, she served many committee positions including chairman of
Leadership Development where she planned Chapter Officers’ Leadership Development Workshops and Bea Davis
Leadership Seminars. Her “Teas”, which gave participants an opportunity to wear fancy hats and sample many kinds
of teas during Bea Davis, were well known.
She held state offices of Recording Secretary, First Vice President, and President. She worked in planning district
meetings, state conventions, and SER in New Orleans. She was the one who had the belly dancing workshop at state
convention when she was president, so she did like to have fun. She enjoyed touring the state to represent Delta Kappa
Gamma as she presented many chapter programs. She was a Bea Davis graduate then a planner and presenter of the
seminar for several years. She initiated The Order of the Magnolias to recognize Epsilon State Past Presidents.
One of her favorite things was getting a vanload of sisters together to attend district meetings, state conventions,
State Legislative Days, Southeast Regional Conferences, and International Conventions. She was always there to give
a ride or a place to stay. She liked to plan trips so she could be at one of her favorite eating places in time for lunch.
When you saw her van parked in the median, it wasn’t because she was a policeman “wanna be” or having car trouble.
It was because she would meet sisters wherever they wanted to meet in order to continue trips to DKG events.
At the Southeast Regional and International levels, Jean served on the Executive Board and the Strategic Action
Plan Committee. She was a LARGE contributor to International “Shoes” campaign for emergency fund (because you
made a donation based on the number of shoes you owned!). She served on the SERC Steering Committee as well as
a hostess for Southeast Regional Conference in New Orleans. She also has served as a Presider/Facilitator at
International Conventions and Southeast Regional Conferences as well as was a Floor Monitor at International.
In her very small community of Pelican, things are done through the library and two churches so Jean wrote and
received the grant “Learn & Serve” to increase reading interest in school age children of the community. She was a
member of “Friends of the Library” and volunteered in different programs at the library. As one of her friends said,
“She was an OCD left-handed librarian who loved to read mysteries” and got many hooked on mysteries. She was an
active leader in her Pelican Baptist Church, where over the years, she taught a ladies’ Sunday School class, sung in the
choir, coordinated special events, taught Vacation Bible School, and served as the church treasurer. She was a member
of the Louisiana Retired Teachers Association and DeSoto Retired Teachers Association.
Jean liked, no loved, to spoil her grandchildren and great grandchildren and talk to them often via Skype. Her
hobbies also included reading, oil painting, and antique shopping to add to her antique teapots and cups collection.
The theme Jean chose for her State President biennium was “Many Hearts, Many Hands, One Goal; Building a Better
Epsilon State.” Jean lived that theme in Delta Kappa Gamma and her personal life. She loved DKG and DKG loved
her back. She was an amazing lady who was always cheerful and upbeat even when you knew she had to feel badly.
With her one BIG heart and two hands, she definitely made a difference in many lives!
Rest in Peace, Sweet Friend

5

6

7

EPSILON STATE MEMBER PUBLISHES IN DKG GALLERY OF FINE ARTS
The Arts & Humanities Jury of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International is pleased to announce
the publication of three drawing/mixed media entries: A New Perspective, Outnumbered, and Is This the
End? have been accepted into The Butterfly Effect Exhibit by Michele Olinde in The Butterfly Effect Exhibit
of the DKG Gallery of Fine Arts, an online gallery of works of art and letters at www.dkg.org. Olinde, a
resident of Monroe, Louisiana, is a member of Alpha Alpha Chapter of the Louisiana State Organization of
the Society.
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
Epsilon State members check out the November/December Issue of Get Connected! A wonderful
publication from our International Communications and Publicity Committee. The newsletter provides you
information on “How To Create A Strategy To Connect With Others.” In addition, the newsletter includes
URL links to articles on marketing resources for your chapter.
NEED MONEY FOR PROJECTS, SEMINARS OR PROFESSIONAL GROWTH?
Go the www.dkgef.org and use your computer bookmark to connect you to the website of the Educational
Foundation of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. Take advantage of the opportunities to apply
for funds that are available to individuals, chapters and state organizations. Deadlines to apply for the funds
are on or before:



January 3, 2018: Up to $10,000 may be awarded to groups or individuals for projects that not only
benefit children and education but also encourage intercultural understanding and educational
excellence.
February 1, 2018: Members and nonmembers can apply for Cornetet Individual Professional
Development (CIPD) Awards to participate in events and activities that occur between March 15,
2018 and October 15, 2018.
CRUISE OUT OF SEATTLE TO ALASKA!
See towering blue glaciers, spot whales, view totem poles in Ketchikan
Join the DKG Alaskan Glacier Cruise
Aboard the Celebrity Solstice
August 29 – September 8, 2018
Bring a spouse, a friend, a colleague and Tour the Seattle Fish Market,
Pass through a 20-mile fjord and Learn about the 1800 Gold Rush,
Have fun!
For more information contact Carolyn@rants.net or alaskacruisedkg.grouptoursite.com
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS OF EPSILON STATE
Article VIII C. h. 3
[1] Which now reads: Recognize Louisiana Legislators who have made positive contributions in passing
legislation which benefits education, women, and children.
[2] Be amended by striking out and/or inserting new words or phraseology as follows:
Recognize a Louisiana Legislators citizen who have has made positive contributions in passing legislation which
benefits education, women, and children.
[3]Which, adopted would read: (underline the changes):
Recognize a Louisiana citizen who has made positive contributions which benefit education, women, and
children.
Rational for change: Many other people than legislators have made significant contributions to education,
women, and children in Louisiana which deserve recognition.
Fiscal Impact: None from current expense.
Approximate Annual Cost: $75 (?) depending on his/her
attendance and cost of luncheon.
Submitted by: Legislative Committee

IN MEMORIAM
Mrs. Mary Katherine Newton, Beta Iota
Mrs. Gloria Jean Patterson, Mu, Past-State President
Mrs. Dorothy Campbell, Nu
Mrs. Mary Kirkley, Nu
Carol Ann Francis, Beta Tau

EPSILON STATE MEMBER PUBLISHED IN DKG PUBLICATION
Read your copy of the DKG Bulletin Collegial Exchange (Volume 84-2). You will find a great article on
page 13 - "IMPROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT-COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS WITH SOCIAL
MEDIA" written by our very own Nikki Lavergne, Omicron Chapter.

Summary of Nikki’s article provided by Carolyn Bienvenu, Alpha Omega
As Social Media Facilitator for Livingston Parish, Nikki noticed new problems with communicating with
parents in our new technological World. Many parents no longer have land phones or current phone info. In
July of 2016, the parish created Facebook and Twitter accounts. Shortly over 1,000 were followers. This
avenue became the most successful means of contact for parents and school personnel. She also points out
precautions, which need to be taken. Schools were encouraged to create Accounts and they have found they
received fewer phone calls and increased Community participation. Local news stations also pick up stories
and call to run local stories. Using social media has greatly increase the efficiency of communication and
given the community and board members ownership.
10

2017 EPSILON STATE DISTRICT MEETING SUMMARIES

Central District
Tammy Fletcher, Central District Director
“Celebrating DKG and You” was the Central Districts theme. On September 30th, forty-five Central District
members and officers as well as guest, met in Jena as the Alpha Upsilon Chapter hosted this year’s district
meet.
The session began with an awesome presentation by the boy scouts and the National Anthem presented by the
Jena Junior High School Choir. They also presented a wonderful selection of songs.
Central’s District Director, Tammy Fletcher, introduced each chapter president. Each president entered with a
backpack or bag of food items to donate to the Jena Elementary School Weekend Backpack program.
Our state president, Kathye Blackburn’s theme this year is “Louisiana Recipe for DKG Success”. The state
officers gave very informative reports of how to measure and mix ingredients in order to develop good
teamwork, leadership and communication.
The state committee gave very important information on their reports. All forms can be found on the Epsilon
State web site. Our recording secretary, Lori Myers, summed it all up.
The Alpha Upsilon gave some excellent breakout sessions.
The first presenter was Jon Clark, a birdie. Jon’s presentation was about “Louisiana: A Birding Paradise”.
The second presenter was Desirea Bruce, from CASA. Desirea gave a general overview and explanation of the
CASA system.
The luncheon was surely a celebration as we were served a delicious meal and on every table was a couple of
containers with candy in them.
The participants were able to take a baggie and fill their bags full of candy. It was a great way for everyone to
go around and visit at each table. During the meal, Chandlar Fannin and John Buckhalter played the piano and
sang.
Gwen Traylor presented Alpha Pi Chapter with the High Attendance Award. The Golden Rose Award went to
Ginger Jordon of Psi Chapter and Kris LeJune of Alpha Pi Chapter. The Rosebud Award was awarded to
Jenene Bignar of Alpha Upsilon Chapter. The Rose in Bloom Award went to Barbara M. Richard of Beta Xi
Chapter. Congratulations to these women.
The wonderful day ended as Gail Russell led us in our Delta Kappa Gamma song.
A great shout out to Alpha Upsilon and Pam Bond on the great job they did on our central district meet.
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CENTRAL DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

On September 29, 2017, Mrs. Mabel Smith turned 100 years of age. She was
initiated into the Beta chapter of DKG in 1943. She went on to be a charter member
of Alpha Omicron in 1959, and is now a member of Alpha Pi. Mrs. Smith is a wellloved and highly respected former choir director of Tioga High School in Rapides
Parish. Her former students honored her this year with a community birthday party at
the school. Her sisters in Alpha Pi are proud to provide this tribute to a wonderful,
classy lady!

For the past two years, Alpha Beta Chapter in Central District has supported all new teachers in our parish
with a special gift of encouragement each month. Gifts always have positive messages designed to uplift the
spirits of our new teachers. One of the most recent messages attached to a packet of LifeSavers boasted the
message: “Our New Teachers are LifeSavers!” We hope our new teachers are inspired to persevere with a little
help from their Alpha Beta friends.
Alpha Beta Chapter in Central District recognized the three new principals in our parish for the 2017-18
school year. These principals attended their last monthly meeting and enjoyed what was cooking that
month. Two of these women are already Alpha Beta members.
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT HELD AT HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Monroe on October 7, 2017
Dr. Janie H. Humphries, Northeast District Director
Members of Northeast District were greeted with a beautifully fall theme decorated room when they arrived at
the Northeast District meeting on October 7, 2017 at Highland Baptist Church. The aromas of a great variety
of breakfast items welcomed the members. ETA Chapter members served breakfast and giving guests a chance
to enjoy breakfast while visiting with friends and meeting new members. Each person found a place favor of a
small jar of sweet, spicy, delicious pickles when they were seated.
Northeast District Director, Dr. Janie Humphries, called the meeting to order and welcomed 59 members from
six chapters. State officer, chairmen and committee members reported on current activities of their respective
offices and committees.
District Director, Dr. Janie Humphries, presented a hands-on workshop, Elements of Leadership as Illustrated
by Children Literature. DKG members in attendance enjoyed exchanging ideas on elements of leadership,
hearing how leadership developed over the past decades, how to identify and enhance leadership elements, and
searching for leadership elements in children books. Dr. Humphries provided a number of children’s books
from her personal library for members to investigate.
President Jan McGee and ETA Chapter Members served a delicious meal of fried chicken with all the
trimmings along with a wide variety of delicious desserts. During the meal members of Eta Chapter handed
each person in attendance a door prize of a decorated jar of soup mix.
After lunch President Kathye Blackburn and Second Vice President Gwen Traylor handed out the following
awards to individuals and chapter:
Rose in Bloom-Harriet Black
Rosebud-Denise Baugh
Attendance winner-Alpha Alpha Chapter
After the award ceremony the various ETA committees and their members were recognized by District Director
Humphries and President Jan McGee for the outstanding job they did in organizing and hosting the Northeast
District Meeting. The meeting ended in all in attendance singing the Delta Kappa Gamma song.
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

A picture of Lisa Taylor, Eta Chapter representative, and Dr. Janie
Humphries, NE District Director, who presented a check for $875 to
the Northeast Louisiana Food Bank for their weekend backpack
program. A representative from the Food Bank was able to attend the
Eta chapter meeting in October to accept the donation. The program
through the Food Bank provides provides children with nutritious and
easy-to-prepare food to take home on weekends and school vacations
when other resources are not available. The Food Bank currently
provides backpacks for 800 students every week in schools in
Ouachita and Lincoln Parishes. The donation funds approximately
125 filled backpacks

---------------------------------------------------Theta Members tour Life Choices of North Central Louisiana
On October 12, the Theta Chapter of Delta
Kappa Gamma toured Life Choices of North
Central Louisiana. Kathleen Richard, Director,
gave the members a brief history of Life Choices
and
provided them with a brief synopsis of the
services provided at the facility. Theta members
toured their new facility, gaining insight into
some of the needs of North Louisiana and seeing
how Life Choices is meeting those needs with
dignity. Their free medical facility rivals that of
any
clinic in the state. Life Choices also has a trendy
boutique where its clients can shop for needed supplies for their infants. The program for expectant parents to
earn baby care needs by participating in classes allowed the parents to take responsibility. Ms. Richard
enlightened those present on the various classes their personnel offer to their clientele and discussed the variety
of ways that members of Theta Chapter could support Life Choices. Members were impressed with the free,
confidential clinic, the baby supplies, Hope Shoppe, and the parenting education facility. . It appears Life
Choices truly is a holistic approach to family health physically, spiritually, and emotionally.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Connie Barnes and her family recently accepted the WMHS Distinguished Alumni Award on behalf of
her son, Matthew Barnes.
ETA Chapter recognizes their sacrifice.
Matthew Barnes was a graduate of 2003. While attending West Monroe, Matthew
was actively involved in Rebel athletics, including football and powerlifting. He
was a beloved member of the football team who, in 2000, not only went on to be
State Champions, but also National Champions. Matthew was recognized with
All-District honors in 2002. Following graduation, Matt fulfilled his lifelong
dream of becoming a United States Marine. Matt was handpicked by Lt. Col. J.D.
Alford to be a part of an elite personal security detail during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. While in Iraq, Matt shared the love of Christ with his fellow Marines
and often put himself in harm’s way to save his brothers as well as strangers. On
February 14, 2006, Matthew made the ultimate sacrifice when a suicide bomber
attacked his convoy. The United States Marine Corp awarded Matthew a Purple
Heart, and Governor Bobby Jindal awarded him the Veteran’s Medal of Honor.
Matthew was a devoted Marine and he will forever be remembered for his
dedication and noble sacrifice.
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NORTHWEST DISTRICT MEETING
Pam Hesser, NW District Director
“Cooking Up Success in the Northwest” was the theme for the Northwest District Meeting held at Fairview
Baptist Church in Coushatta on Saturday, October 14 and hosted by Beta Omicron. A wonderful breakfast table
was prepared for members to enjoy before the meeting began. Beta Omicron President, Joy Cannon welcomed
42 members to Coushatta. As each chapter president was introduced they carried a backpack filled with various
nonperishable food items to be donated to Rodes Elementary Weekend Backpack Program. In addition to the
backpacks there were several boxes filled with nonperishable items. After the state officer and committee
reports members were given the choice of two breakout sessions. The first was “Sewing God’s Love” which
was very inspiring. Women from two churches meet together to sew items and then donate them as needed.
They have sewn hats and given to University Health for newborn babies, teddy bears to give to deputies for
children involved in accidents, and pouches to put on walkers for nursing home residents. They have also sewn
a “Fidget Apron” for Alzheimer patients. There are several things sewn onto the apron that the person with
Alzheimer’s may keep their hands busy with. The second was a workshop presented by Detective Suzanne
Gallier entitled “Being Aware, Taking Charge and Getting Help! Personal Safety and Disabilities” which very
informative on how to be safe. She taught attendees how to use what they had around them to stay safe. She
also gave physical demonstrations and allowed attendees to participate. The main thing she kept saying was to
yell, scream, and act crazy in addition to using anything from shoes or keys as a weapon. Members were also
given the chance to bid on items in a Silent Auction given by Beta Omicron. They collected $290 which was
donated to the Florence Amy Fund. As members dined on food provided by Southern C Catering they were
entertained by Youth Minister, Caleb Willis and the Youth of Fairview Baptist. Zeta Chapter was awarded the
highest attendance award. Jennifer Campbell from Alpha Rho was the Rosebud recipient. Jean Patterson, Mu
Chapter member, who recently passed away was awarded with the Rose in Bloom award. Her niece, Kennie
Barkley accepted the award. Members were invited by Zeta to attend the Northwest District Meeting next year
on October 7, 2017. In addition to the wonderful door prizes each member was able to take home a red placemat
monogramed with DKG. Beta Omicron did an excellent job of hosting the Northwest District meeting!
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NORTHWEST DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

Beta Omicron Chapter held a silent auction at their District meeting and raised $290 for the Epsilon State
Florence Amy Fund. Wonderful idea, Ladies!
The guest speaker for a recent Mu Chapter meeting was Marjorie Health, who is
also a Mu Chapter member. Marjorie is also a member of the Hoopaholics, a Senior
Women’s Basketball team. For a 60 + team, they are ranked 7 th nationally. Winning
back to back National Championships is
virtually unheard of, but these outstanding
women and athletes have accomplished
just that! Representing Louisiana and the
Shreveport/Bossier community, they plan
to keep the tradition going at the next
National Games in 2019 in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.
For the last 12 years, they have
established and maintained various
projects and activities to promote girls’ and women’s health and activity. A few of these include
 Host of National Girls and Women in Sports Day Recognition Ceremony with over 550 athletes,
coaches and parents from around the state.
 Sponsored women in the NW La. District Senior Games who were financially unable to participate.
 Joined with LA Legends to conduct basketball clinic at Bossier Parish Community College for girls,
grades 1-6, in conjunction with Shreveport’s first hosting of the Women’s NCAA Tournament, 2011.
Members thoroughly enjoyed her program and her sharing of a picture book of the Hoopaholics, along with
medals won.
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and personal growth of women
educators and excellence in education.
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SOUTH DISTRICT
Pat Crochet, South District Director
Hosted by Iota Chapter on Oct. 21 at the Holiday Inn in Houma, the South District meeting was sixty-one
sisters in attendance. Upsilon Chapter won for highest percentage of members present. Ruth Autin, Alpha Delta
chapter, received the Rose in Bloom award, while Grace Beane, Upsilon Chapter, received the Rosebud award.
Wendy Billiot, the “Bayou Woman,” gave a power point presentation on the shrinking wetlands. She shared
her journey on becoming an advocate for the environment in South Louisiana.
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SOUTH DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

Alpha Delta Chapter adopted a school in Jefferson Parish, Joshua Butler Elementary School in Westwego. At
the chapter meeting on September 21st, chapter members brought in items that were suggested by the moderator
of the program.
Alpha Delta Chapter will continue to "Pack the Pantry" at Joshua Butler School during the year.

Iota Chapter “adopted” Legion Park School in Houma to donate 19 backpacks
filled with food and snacks to send home with kids for the week-long
Thanksgiving holidays. The chapter will be purchasing more backpacks to stuff
and to give to more students to send home for the Christmas holidays.

Working hard in South District
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT MEETING
Joyce Landry, SE District Director
The 2017 Southeast District Meeting of Epsilon State, Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, was held on
October 28, 2017. The meeting was in Mandeville at the David C. Treen Instructional Technology Center.
Theme for the event was “Boiling Over with DKG Success”. Seventy-two members registered for the meeting.
Registration and continental breakfast was conducted from 8:30-9:00am. The meeting began promptly at
9:00am with Joyce Landry presiding, Southeast District Director. The meeting started with the Chapter
President’s procession of flags and Weekend Backpack Donations:
Rho
Roxanne Lagarde
Tau
Valine LaBorde
Alpha Lambda Jo Ann Hebert
Alpha Mu
Shirley Leggett Represented by Kathy Welch
Alpha Xi
Mary McGehee Represented by Bertha Hinojosa
Beta Gamma Paula Green
Beta Rho
Holly King
Beta Tau
Lynette Wise
Represented by Elaine Hauler
Gamma Gamma
Debbie Hodgkins Represented by Ginger Parker
Gamma Eta
Margaret Atkinson Represented by Debbie Usie
Omicron
Jerry Pinsel
Roll call was conducted by Joyce Landry, counted by Epsilon state officers and Gwen Traylor recorded
the numbers. Guests stood to be counted as their Chapter was called.
The Welcome was given by Dr. Regina Sanford, Assistant Superintendent of the St. Tammany Parish
Public School System. Dr. Sanford was pleased to be invited to have the opportunity to welcome all guests to St.
Tammany Parish. She was delighted that the weather was great for the day of the meeting.
Invocation was given by Ellen LaMarque, past president of Rho Chapter.
Four boy scouts from Boy Scout Troop 111 performed the Presentation of Colors. The scouts were from
St. Timothy’s United Methodist in Mandeville and their troop leader was Jay Castagnetta. Roxanne Lagarde,
Rho Chapter President, led the members in The Pledge of Allegiance. Christine and Lexie Weber, sisters and
students at Fountainebleau High School, sang “The Star Spangled Banner”.
Roxanne Lagarde and Melody Menard invited all members to use their cell phones as they introduced
Mentimeter for determining and revealing where guests traveled from. The activity served as an ice breaker
activity. They next showed a few minutes of a video that showcased the St. Tammany Parish and surrounding
area’s educational system, industry, history and culture. It was both interesting and very informative.
Epsilon State Officers and State Committee Members presented reports. Each introduced themselves and
stated their Chapter affiliation.
Deltion Editor, Wanda Lemoine, Beta Omicron Chapter, urged all
officers to meet deadlines and check member addresses for changes.
Recording Secretary, Mitzi Quinn, Alpha Alpha, stated the need to use the
Key Chapter Form used to determine awards. It consists of 54 parts.
Gwen Traylor, Second Vice President, Omicron, urged the Membership Chairman to provide teamwork
and leadership, recruit, reinstate and retain members. Provisions should also be made to mentor officers,
be caring and have good programs.
Sandra Pruitt, Xi, First Vice President, encouraged members to turn in 5 yearbook copies and workshop
applications for the state convention. Sandra commented that a chapter could mix a batch of excellence
with teamwork, good programs, great projects and assist early educators.
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Kathye Blackburn, Alpha Rho, Epsilon State President, had a recipe for success that included some items
not mentioned earlier, including Austin tour at International Convention, use Twitter, philanthropy, fun,
laughter, spotlights, Fine Arts Gallery and provide assistance to hurricane victims.
Kathye also encouraged donating to Schools for Africa and announced the total collected this year.
Achievement Committee report was given by Jo Ann Hebert, representing Donna Kimball Lerma. This
year the 39th award will be presented and the nominations must be submitted by email.
Communications Committee report was presented by Mary Jane Clark, representing Margret Atkinson.
Communications are so essential for success, as use of newsletters, website, face book, text, tweet, snail
mail and newspaper articles.
Finance Committee report was given by Sue Ellen Graham. Finances are needed to pursue projects. Dues
are due on November 1 and there are other members in the chapter that can assist the treasurer.
First-timers Committee Report was given by Beth Dawson to the tune of “Hey good looking, what you
got cooking?” Members were instrumental in sharing ideas for their next theme basket, as belly laughs,
retirement, tail gating, moves, success, family night and game night.
Leadership Committee report, presented by Roxanne Lagarde, was sung to the tune of “Jambalaya”.
Roxanne reminded officers that they need to attend the New Officer Training at Comfort Suites in
Pineville.
Legislative Committee report was presented by Peggy King. Peggy encouraged members to support
amendments to the bylaws, recognize any Louisiana citizen that promotes education in the state and to
participate in the “Screaming Sisters” project.
Membership Committee report was given by Nikki Lavergne. Necrology report, Form 6, should be
mailed in as soon as the member passes. We can now nominate members with “0” years of experience.
Music Committee report by Sharon Hornsby promoted the participation in the State Choir for the
Epsilon State Convention.
Nominations Committee report was given by Bertha Hinojosa. The main ingredient in this is you, look
at your members and nominate. Cook up a new slate of officers.
Personal Growth and Services Committee report was presented by Dr. Jerry Pinsel. Jerry announced she
was no cook and had all laughing. She recommended that Jubilee Roses could be purchased for $5.00 to
honor a DKG sister and your chapter could participate in service projects as the Fleur de Lis Project.
Non-Dues Revenue Committee report was given by Jean Clark. Jean encouraged all members to
complete the online cookbook survey electronically. There are three questions to answer and deadline to
complete the survey is November 30, 2017.
Professional Affairs Committee Report was presented by Felicia Robinson. Felicia encouraged
members to complete Literacy/Numeracy seed grant applications. It is also important to report
Educator’s of the Year and Board Certified Teachers. Chapters are asked to donate to
Literacy/Numeracy Seed Grants and to send pictures of accomplishments to the Deltion.
Research Committee report was given by Betsy Stafford. Historical records are now being digitally
preserved. The committee is also working to assist with officer funds.
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Rules Committee report was presented by Rebecca Priest. There is a template a chapter can use to
create or update their Chapter Rules on the Epsilon State website.
Scholarships Committee report was given by Mary McGehee. There are scholarship funds available and
members working now to be certified in a new area should apply to the scholarship committee for a
scholarship.
Vivian F. Bourgeois Special Stipend Committee report was given by Elaine Hauler, representing
Lynette Wise. This scholarship is designed for teachers to get more experience or knowledge in their
teaching area. Applications should be completed and sent to Virgie Dronet.
World Fellowship Committee report was given by Kathy Welch. World Fellowship funds are used to
provide an education for women in other countries, which began in the 1950’s. Three and a half million
dollars have been raised thus far. A beautiful serving tray with a peacock design is being raffled this
year for World Fellowship funds.
The DKG Gallery of Fine Arts was discussed by Roxanne Lagarde as she showed a glimpse of exhibits
on display. Roxanne encouraged members to submit applications for the opportunity to showcase their
works of art.
Executive Secretary, Lori Myers, Theta, was the last to give a report. She commended SE District for
having a report for all committees, thereby making her job easier. Wanda Gunn Live and Learn Special
Stipend, up to $200.00, can be used for travel and registration. A member can apply anytime. State tshirts are available to purchase for $10.00. Go to International website under “chapter connect” to get a
roster for your chapter. Only four chapters already submitted a chapter survey. Tune in and take notes
of DKG updates.
Roxanne Lagarde, Rho President, introduced the guest speaker, Melody Menard. Melody was a
Louisiana State Teacher of the Year. She now serves as a board member for Safe Harbor Domestic Violence
Program of Mandeville. She is now employed in broadcasting with Channel 13. Melody is very passionate
about children, having four of her own. Melody Menard shared that Louisiana is 3 rd in the nation for domestic
violence so there was a great need for Safe Harbor. Safe Harbor assists with emergency shelter, protective
orders, lawyers, bus tickets, meals and school uniforms and supplies etc. In 2016, 684 victims were helped
through Safe Harbor. They accept donations and have fund raisers, as ”Real Men of St. Tammany”, who donate
funds. They also sponsor “White Night” for funds.
A delicious catered meal was served very efficiently by Rho members.
Linda Ruth Jackson, Treasurer, presented treasurer pins to those who have served for continuous years.
Gwen Traylor presented Alpha Mu with the Attendance Award. Golden Rose Award was presented to
Theresa Breaux and Karen Matthews. Nikki Lavergne received the Rosebud Award and Jo Ann Hebert was
presented with the Rose in Bloom Award.
Valine LaBorde and Tau members extended an invitation to the 2018 Southeast District meeting on
October 13, 2018, to be held at Clarion Inn Conference Center in Gonzales, Louisiana.
Marian Smith and her committee members distributed door prizes.
Gwen Traylor led the DKG group in singing “The Delta Kappa Gamma Song”.
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

Omicron Chapter Partners With Kiwanis
Omicron Chapter has collaborated with the Hammond Kiwanis
to help make the "Backpacks" project a greater success. When
Omicron members heard about the state project of "Packing the
Pantry”, they were concerned about the amount of work and
money that would be required to make the project work. Some
Omicron members were familiar with the Hammond Kiwanis
project called "Happy Packs". The Kiwanis have been
sponsoring this project for about 5 years. They are established
in the school and have a room set up just for them and their
supplies. Omicron members approached the Kiwanis with the
idea of joining them in their project. The Kiwanis welcomed
them warmly. Together, they fill over 120 backpacks for children to take home each week. These students are
in kindergarten and 1st grade at Woodland Park School in Hammond. The children take their backpack home
Friday afternoon and bring it back to their class Monday. They have learned the responsibility of taking care of
their backpack and making sure, they return it so that it can be filled the next week. Very few backpacks get
lost. Omicron members bring supplies to each of their meetings and other members help fill the backpacks each
week. Omicron held their annual "Rocking For Reading" project in November. Money raised for that project
was also used to buy special Christmas supplies as well as regular items for the backpacks.
It just shows that working together can make a project much more successful. Your chapter may want to
consider surveying your community and collaborating with other organizations to make a greater impact toward
your goal.
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SOUTHWEST DISTRICT MEETING
Casey Vercher, SW District Director
The Southwest District Meeting was held on Saturday, November 4, 2017 at The Steamboat Warehouse
Restaurant in Washington, Louisiana. Alpha Zeta Chapter did a spectacular job hosting. Their beautiful fall
decorations throughout the restaurant accented the historic building. A light breakfast was provided for those
wishing to partake before the meeting began.
The beautiful fall day began with a welcome from Southwest District Director, Casey Vercher, Xi, and a
lovely prayer from Glenda Joubert, Alpha Zeta. The Presentation of Colors from Boy Scout Troop 51 had
everyone on their feet followed by the Pledge of Allegiance lead by Jennifer Hebert, Alpha Zeta. Dr. Gwen
Traylor, Omicron, lead the singing of the national anthem. Chapter Presidents carried their chapter flags
through the crowd placing them together uniting the Southwest District.
Celeste Gomez, Executive Director St. Landry Parish Tourist Commission, welcomed everyone to
Washington and shared some of the attractions to visit while in St. Landry Parish. Mary Miller, Alpha Zeta,
introduced guest speaker, Dr. Holly Boffy, Vice President Louisiana State BESE. Dr. Boffy spoke of the gains
Louisiana students have made over the last few years. She shared her experiences from visiting schools and
what she sees happening in education across the state. She encouraged everyone to celebrate the students you
DO reach. Dr. Boffy expressed that there is still more work to do to better education in Louisiana.
Things really started cookin’ when the Epsilon State Officers and State Committee Representatives gave
their reports on what they’ve got cookin’ for Epsilon State Delta Kappa Gamma. Each Officer and Committee
Representative added their own spice to the Epsilon State Delta Kappa Gamma pot.
Barbara Workman, Alpha Zeta, gave the Blessing. June Inhern, Alpha Zeta, introduced the
entertainment for the day. Catherine St. Cyr of the Washington Garden Club shared the history of Washington,
Louisiana as well as the history of the beautifully restored Steamboat Warehouse. Salads were served as the
Louisiana Cotton Festival Cotton Pickers: Katherine Brown, Madison Fontenot, Callie Pitre, and Brooke
Soileau, under the direction of Renee Brown, sang a medley of cotton themed songs entertaining everyone with
their beautiful voices. Members enjoyed a delicious lunch while visiting.
Special awards and recognitions were presented after lunch. Linda Ruth Jackson, Epsilon State
Treasurer, recognized chapter treasurers with a special pin. Dr. Gwen Traylor, Epsilon State 2nd Vice
President, announced the Rosebud Award recipient, Twinda Johnson, Beta Zeta and the Rose in Bloom Award
recipient, Donna Stewart, Beta Zeta. Several Golden Rose recipients were recognized for their continued work
with students. A total number of ninety-six members attended the 2017 Southwest District Meeting. Alpha
Kappa received the Attendance Award for their attendance.
Alpha Kappa comically and musically invited everyone to the 2018 Southwest District Meeting in
Jennings, Louisiana on November 3, 2018. Elaine Simon, Xi, lead members in singing the Delta Kappa
Gamma Song before saying their goodbyes. Door prizes provided by Alpha Zeta were awarded throughout the
day. Items donated for the Epsilon State Project, The Weekend Backpack Project, were collected for Fairview
Elementary in Lake Charles. It was a great meeting thanks to the host chapter Alpha Zeta, and everyone in
attendance.
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SOUTHWEST DISTRICT NEWS
(Not found in Spotlight section)

Chi Chapter volunteers assist with helping St. Mary
Parish middle school students build a foundation of
intelligent, personal financial decision-making skills
through an experiential, real-life
simulation. Students visit Finance Park after
completing teacher-led course materials. When they
arrive on site, students are assigned a life scenario,
including a job, salary, and family situation, to use as
the basis of their simulation experience. They learn
how to construct and adhere to a personal budget,
including paying their housing, food, savings,
transportation, entertainment, health care and
maintenance, utilities, clothing and education
bills. Chi members sit with and mentor six students each as they make their budget decisions. Life experiences
come in handy as students ask questions about what they need vs. want.
Here are some pictures from the
Southwest District Weekend
Backpack Program delivery to
Fairview Elementary School in
Lake Charles. Elaine Cooper,
Alpha Chi and I delivered the
car load of items Wednesday,
November 15. They were very
thankful for the
donations. Their shelves were
bare, but DKG loaded them up!
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TEAMWORK, LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION
2018 CONVENTION WORKSHOPS
Sandra Pruitt, First Vice President
Epsilon State sisters will have the opportunity to choose from eight workshops at the state convention.
The Leadership Train
Ellen Lamarque and Roxanne Lagarde, Rho, SE
Are you the engine or the caboose? Every part of the train is important to the success of the ride. Come ride with us as
we talk about the joys and struggles of leadership in your life, and the value of each member/boxcar on our train journey.
A Visit with the Quilt Lady Harriette Haley Black, Beta Iota, NE
Come join “The Quilt Lady” as she shares facts about history, shapes, colors, sewing tools, recycling, design and the
construction of the “quilt sandwich.” This session will include work samples, provide directions to make quilt squares,
and demonstrate how to put together a class quilt. Leave the session inspired to use this activity in your classroom or with
your own children/grandchildren!
String up Musical Melodies
Deborah Mullinnix, Alpha Rho, Music Chairman and the Epsilon State Music
Committee-Dana Collins, Alpha Beta; Tina Wolfe, Alpha Alpha; Erica Spengler, Upsilon; Sharon Hornsby, Omicron;
Donna Stewart, Beta Zeta
Presenters will lead and/or assist segments on enhancing chapter meetings using the DKG Song, fun songs, musical games
and using performances by musical groups for a program.
So What’s Your Number
Karen Marin and Mary Ann Hebert, Chi, SW
Since the beginning of human history, numbers have been a source of information and understanding. Wish you knew
more about your strengths and weaknesses, what you are here to achieve, and what will make you happy? Learn more
about the numbers that influence your life through the science of Numerology.
Elements of Leadership as Illustrated in Children’s Books
Dr. Janie H. Humphries, Theta, NE
Explore the elements of leadership through sharing information about one another and about the different views of
leadership. A chart with the elements of leadership will help to review children’s books to find the leadership element
illustrated in the book. This is such a fun way to review these books and share leadership qualities with one another.
“Lovin’” without the Oven
Donna Stewart, Kathy Deshotel, Corinne Granger, Debbie Fontenot, Beta Zeta, SW
This is a continuation of Birthday Cakes 101 and 102, but without the OVEN! This workshop Is FUN and EASY desserts
that anyone can make with lots of recipes, too! Taste Banana Split Cake or Black Forest Spiral Cream Cake! How about
Cake Balls? Impress your family and friends in no time!
A Bucket Full of Best Books about Bullying
Judy Rongey, Upsilon, S
During this workshop, you will explore the hot topic of bullying utilizing a bucket full of children’s Books. Your
awareness about bullying and strategies in dealing with bullying will broaden to help your students and children or
grandchildren. You will leave with a list of best books about bullying.
Creating a Chapter Website
Mary Anne Russell, Psi and Donna Adams, Beta Sigma, C
Get the word out! Many chapters have branched out and are using a Facebook page to spread chapter news, but many
chapter members aren’t on social media. Why not create a chapter website? This workshop will show chapters how to
create a website on Weebly, as well as the steps to follow to have the website linked to dkg.org using the standards
created by DKG International.
The Louisiana Deltion
The Louisiana Deltion is published three times a year: fall, winter, and spring/summer in Natchitoches, LA, by the Epsilon State,
Louisiana. The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Deadlines are August 1, December 1, and April 1, respectively…Please
send correspondence to Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor, P.O. Box 34, Coushatta, LA 71019 Email: w_lemoine@yahoo.com
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PARLIAMENTARY ADVICE TO YOU
Susan Crooks, State Parliamentary Advisor
I’m Susan Crooks and I am excited to be your Parliamentary Advisor during this biennium. Trust me – I’ll be learning as
much as you will! I thought I would address some basic issues with you in this edition:
1. Why use Parliamentary Procedures? The rules help keep your meetings organized and more efficient. It keeps
your business controlled and valid.
2. What’s the best way to organize a meeting?
a) Use an agenda – a list of the items to be announced or discussed. A common agenda uses this order of business:
Call to Order; Approval of Minutes; Treasurer’s Report; Reports from Officers and Committees; Unfinished Business;
then New Business.
b) The Call to Order can simply be the phrase, “I call this meeting to order”, or you can open with an inspirational
poem or prayer.
c) The minutes can be read, or distributed ahead of time, as in the newsletter prior to the meeting. The president asks
for corrections, and then states, “If there are no (other) corrections, additions, or deletions, the minutes are approved
(as amended).” A vote to approve them is not necessary.
d) The treasurer’s report is for the recording in the minutes. It does not need to be approved.
Then you can get to the discussions of ongoing projects, upcoming meetings, etc. during the reports of officers and
committees. Then you can discuss unfinished business and new business that were not handled during the reports.
e) Make sure you’re following proper procedures when making motions and voting. One advantage of attending the
Epsilon State convention in March is observing parliamentary procedure “in action.”
See you in March!
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