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President: Kathye Blackburn,
Alpha Rho, NW
First Vice President: Sandra Pruitt,
Xi, SW
Second Vice President: Gwen
Traylor, Omicron, SE
Recording Secretary: Mitzi Quinn,
Alpha Alpha, NE
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Crooks, Alpha Pi, C
Treasurer: Linda Ruth Jackson,
Beta Gamma, SE
Executive Secretary: Lori Myers,
Theta, NE
Deltion Editor: Wanda Lemoine,
Beta Omicron, NW

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE MYRTLE BEACH
Mitzi Quinn, Alpha Alpha

The 2017 SER conference was
stimulating, informational and
very exciting! The vision of
Leading Women Educators
Impacting Education World
Wide was a powerful message
throughout the conference. Each
speaker and session leader had
so much to share with each
member. From learning to Shag
to learning about Google, each
breakout session and 10 Minute
Take Away offered useful and
insightful information. The
opening ceremony and
presentation of the outgoing and
incoming state presidents
allowed us the chance to see the
Southeast presidents and offer
appreciation to their
contributions to Delta Kappa Gamma. South Carolina Night was great fun. It didn’t
take long for the Louisiana Ladies to take to the dance floor. What a wonderful way
to start off the week! Each speaker delivered heartfelt messages detailing how
teachers touched their lives. Liz Huntley, a child advocate from Alabama, truly left
an impact on all of us. She detailed her journey as a young girl living in poverty and
being sexually abused and how her teachers helped her reach her full potential. Kate
Salley Palmer shared her artwork as a one of the first women political cartoonist.
Bree Boyce, a former Miss South Carolina who lost over one hundred pounds,
described her teachers who supported her on her journey. International President,
Carolyn Pittman delivered an inspiring speech at the Impacting Leadership
Luncheon. She charged each of us to continue to be agents of change in DKG.
Delta Kappa Gamma is growing and changing to meet the evolving needs of
society members. It is always a renewing experience to be with Key Women
Educators who are working together, and it never hurts to be at the beach.
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FIND YOUR RECIPE FOR SUCCESS!
Sandra Pruitt, First Vice President and Educational Excellence Committee Chairman
During this biennium we will find our recipe for success. We will do this by empowering members through leadership
opportunities, engaging educators in purposeful projects and programs, and promoting global involvement. These are the
goals of the International Educational Excellence Committee.
Remember that your yearbooks are due by November 15, 2017. You may bring printed yearbooks to the district meeting or
use the electronic version of the yearbook. The form for the electronic version of the yearbook can be found on the Epsilon
State website with instructions on how to complete the form. If you choose to have the printed yearbook, the instructions
are also on the state website.
It’s not too early to start thinking about workshops for the state convention. The application form is due no later than
November 15, 2017. The form can be found on the state website under EEC or State Convention. Remember that
workshops should be for both active and retired educators. A member suggested having strands for the workshops. The
suggested strands are: T – Teamwork; L – Leadership; C – Communication; T – Travel; L – Leisure/Life Long Activities;
and, C – Creativity/Cooking. We hope that you consider the areas given but other topics are welcomed. Please submit a
form for a workshop.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns at spruitt-dkg@bellsouth.net. I look forward to working with all of you as
we try our different ingredients in recipes for success!
MEMBERSHIP: THE MAIN INGREDIENT
This upcoming year promises great things. Here are a few things to strive for as your chapter begins a new year:
 Remember to contact those members who have resigned. Their circumstances may have changed. According to
research surveys done by International, many former members would consider reinstatement if asked. There is no
fee for reinstatement.
 Search for new members who will be active in all aspects of our society. Invite those members to an interest
meeting and orientation.
 Submit a Form 6 for any deceased member as quickly as possible to International, State Treasurer, and to me ( 2nd
VP). Do not wait until February 1 to submit these forms with your chapter Necrology Report Form 2. We need the
information as soon as possible.
 September 15 is just around the corner so don’t forget to get your
1. Rosebud,
2. Rose-in-Bloom,
3. 25- and 50-year member forms for members initiated in 1967 and 1992, and
4. Golden Rose forms. Remember that awardees can only receive the award one time so check with your
members before sending in their names. Golden Rose is for those members who are age 55 or older and are
still working in education.
 Form for members for 55 or more years to be submitted by February 1.
Please send the forms in even if you don’t have anyone to put on the form. All the forms are on the state website. Either
email me the form as an attachment or mail it by snail mail.
Feel free to contact me or your district representative on the Membership Committee with any questions concerning
membership, initiation, transfers, reinstatement, or forms.
I look forward to your creative and informative meetings.
Fondly,
Gwen Traylor 1107 Del Mar Blvd.

Hammond, LA 70403
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985-981-6789

gwendkg@gmail.com

RECIPES FOR SUCCESS
State President, Kathye Blackburn

Celebrating our pas!

Just returned from the Southeast Regional Conference where over 468 members attended
with 17 of those from Louisiana. I want to thank each one for going to the conference
especially the first timers-Margene Watters and Jerry Pinsel. The pre-conference training for
the state officers was very informative. The conference started with a bang with the speaker
Liz Huntley. If you don’t know who she is, read her memoir-More Than a Bird. She had an
amazing story to tell and told it so well. Wish all of you could have heard her. All the
speakers were enjoyable. Several members will be writing their reflections from the
conference. Plan to attend in 2019 in North Carolina.
Our recipe in Louisiana for DKG success is threefold—Teamwork, Leadership,
Communication.
Teamwork means all of us working together –chapter members, districts, state committees, and state officers/personnel--to
make Louisiana DKG grow and grow. We want a society that women will want to join and take an active part in. We are
family and families take care of each other so let’s help each other succeed in everything we try to do this biennium.
Leadership involves sharing opportunities to empower more women to leadership positions, listening to others opinions,
dreaming big for our society, and thinking outside the box. Be a talent scout for our society in Louisiana.
Communication calls for us to keep up with the times. Social media is here to stay so get on board with it. Add one new
way of communicating with your members during this biennium. Communicate well when and where your meetings are
going to be and what the program will be about each time.
OUR STATE PROJECT—PACK THE PANTRY
Weekend Backpack Program
Districts will locate one or more schools or organizations in their area that participate in the Weekend Backpack program.
Let your District Director know if you know of a school or organization that needs our help in this way. Notify the person in
charge of the program at the school or orgranization to find out exactly what you can do. These backpacks are given to
students at school on Friday afternoon because they have been identified as someone who might not have anything to eat
from Friday at lunch until Monday at breakfast (at the school). Each chapter can provide backpacks, food, and/or monetary
gifts to the program. The District Directors will notify each chapter as to how they can help. Bring these items to the district
meeting for the District Directors to disperse. We want to help fight hunger in our state and nation.
This is such a worthwhile program and I know that none of us want any child to be hungry because when he/she is hungry,
he/she cannot achieve to his/her potential in school. Help our future leaders in Louisiana to be as healthy as possible.
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE?
Mitzi Quinn, State Recording Secretary
Use the Key Chapter Award form as your recipe for a successful chapter. Even if chapters do not quite meet the criteria for
an award, by following the guidelines they increase their effectiveness. Add a heaping dose of support for your chapter
members. Combine with some interesting programs and sprinkle with some fun. Just remember to keep up with your key
points. If each chapter tries one new thing to strengthen its membership, we will be cooking with the great chefs before the
end of the year.

IN MEMORIAM

Join sisters on Facebook
Search for Epsilon State DKG
Group currently 285 members
3

Dr. Eddy Anne Ouder, Omicron
Maybelle Rathburn, Sigma
Dorothy Diane Daufman, Beta Tau

DKG ONLINE GALLERY OF FINE ARTS
What is the Arts and Humanities online Gallery of Fine Arts? How do you submit your work to the DKG Gallery? Who
can submit? When are the submission dates?
Do you write poetry, short stories, or essays; create needlepoint; create quilts; paint, take
photographs, etc.? Well, if you have original pieces you would like displayed on the DKG
website in the DKG Gallery, download a QR reader and click on the QR code to the left to go
directly to the Arts and Humanities Jury Resources page where you will find the answers to
all of your questions. You can also go to the DKG website directly, go to committees and go
to the Arts & and Humanities Jury to have your questions answered.
We are looking forward to every chapter being represented in this Arts and Humanities
Gallery sometime soon. Presidents, please encourage your members to send in something
this year and members encourage other members to send in some works. We have so many
talented members who should have their work displayed here. The first submission dates are August 1 to September 1.
The topic for the August-September submission is the Butterfly Effect (loosely interpreted). Check out the website for
more details.
Hope to see many works of our DKG Louisiana sisters represented in the Gallery.
Kathye Blackburn, Epsilon President
Marie Rinaudo, Louisiana Liaison
SER FIRST TIMER Article
Margene R. Watters, Alpha Rho Chapter, NW
My experience as a “First Timer” to the Southeast Regional Conference 2017 was AWESOME! I learned so much
pertinent information about DKG that will be most helpful as a member and as an officer (Chapter President). I was
impressed with the excellent organization of the conference, the timely schedule, great breakout sessions, and the general
sessions. The speakers for the general sessions were outstanding! My favorite speakers were Liz Huntley and Bree
Boyce. They were extremely inspirational! They each shared their challenges and successes they had experienced and
what an impact teachers had made in their lives. They reinforced for me what an honor it is to have been a teacher and
even though I am retired, I can continue to have an impact in the world of education through DKG.
I would be amiss not to mention the South Carolina Night. It was wonderful!! The Embers and The Ocean Drive Shag
Club were very entertaining. What a fun night! In fact, the music throughout the conference was excellent!
And lastly, the new friendships that are formed are phenomenal. I have been told by other members how great it is to meet
other DKG “sisters” and the friendships that are formed by attending conferences. Now I truly understand. I met some
fabulous ladies and we shared personal stories as well as DKG ideas.
My first time at a regional conference was again, truly AWESOME! I sincerely believe the more you become involved,
the more you learn and appreciate the opportunities available as a member of DKG, both personally and professionally.

Dear DKG Sisters,
Words cannot adequately express my feelings toward you.
Thank You for your thoughts, prayers, notes, and cards of comfort for the loss of Don.
And, Thank You for your contributions to Scouting Packs/Troops and Shriner's Children Hospital in Don's
memory.
As many of you know, to me he was "Mr. Delta Kappa Gamma." He supported me and our DKG
organization over 40 years.
It means so much to know you care.
With Loving Thoughts.
Linda
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C el ebra ti ng Our S isters in th e S pot l igh t
SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
Beta Tau Chapter
- Beta Tau members recognized Tia Dahlgreen with a New Teacher Grant at their Birthday Luncheon in July.
- Gay Nan Moree is one of the retirees featured in the Louisiana Retired Teachers Association Newsletter.
2. Gamma Eta Chapter
Laura Compton traveled to Italy this summer with students on a summer trip.
- Margret Atkinson received a Wanda Gunn travel grant to attend a conference.
3. Alpha Lambda
- Jo Ann Hebert and Catherine Olinde presented an “Agriculture in the Classroom” lesson at a national
conference in Kansas. Jo Ann received a grant to cover the registration costs of the conference.
- Pointe Coupee Arts Council teacher grants were also presented to Jo Ann Hebert and Catherine Olinde to
facilitate arts based science projects for their students.
4. Rho Chapter
- Tracy Hoffman (FHS) was honored with the Woodie Flowers Award at the recent Bayou Regional FIRST
Robotics Competition held on March 23-25, 2017, at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner where the FHS
Robodawgs were competing. This award acknowledges mentors and coaches for promoting STEM
throughout their school and community and recognizes the dedication of the nominee to their team. Tracy is
well deserved of this award. Tracy and her son, Deacon Hoffman, are shown after she received the award
and banner at the competition. The FHS Robodawgs competed with 60 teams from the United States, China,
Turkey, and Mexico for a spot in the World Championship to be held in Houston. No other high school sport
gives local students an opportunity to compete side by side with their international peers at an entry level
competition. We are proud of Tracy as well as our St. Tammany Parish FHS Robodawgs.
- Rho Chapter has been busy this summer helping support the St. Tammany School System for their New
Teacher Induction Program. Pictured are several members of Rho Chapter who volunteered their time to
work on the panel discussion questions for the two day program. The questions generated were asked to a
panel of administrators, teachers and support staff in an effort to familiarize newly hired teachers to the
school system. Rho Chapter continues to reach out to the school system with support and community
involvement efforts.
1.

SOUTH DISTRICT
Kathleen Deroche, Upsilon Chapter, was awarded Marion Merke Scholarship, Alternate Award to GSOQ (Gulf
States Quilting Association).
NORTHWEST DISTRICT

1. Alpha Sigma Chapter




Congratulations to the H. Norman Saurage III award finalist Amy Williams. She was recognized at the
Annual Cecil J. Picard Educator Excellence Awards Gala in Baton Rouge.
Congratulations to following three teachers who received who received Donors Choose.org grants for their
classrooms: Carol Alford: Comfy and Cozy While Reading; Carla Fajordo: Touch It. Move It. Own It.
Amy Williams: Crazy for Chromebooks

The Louisiana Deltion
The Louisiana Deltion is published three times a year: fall, winter, and spring/summer in Natchitoches, LA, by the Epsilon State of
Louisiana. The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Deadlines are August 1, December 1, and April 1, respectively…Please send
correspondence to Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor, P.O. Box 34, Coushatta, LA 71019 Email: w_lemoine@yahoo.com
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Bea Davis Ladies… Great Class… A Recipe for Success

Top Row: Debbie Hubbard, Psi; Casey Vercher, Xi; Margret Atkinson, Gamma Eta; Marla Hall, Alpha
Sigma; Dana Periloux, Upsilon; Nikki Lavergne, Omicron; Lynn Owens, Alpha Rho. Bottom Row: Sharon
Hornsby, Omicron; Margene Watters, Alpha Rho; Marcy Bonnette, Alpha Pi; Teddy Soule, Mu; Jennifer
Pace, Alpha Sigma; Karen Marin, Chi; Jennifer Hebert, Alpha Zeta.

A weekend to remember—Bea Davis Leadership Seminar—June 9-11, 2017. Fourteen
ladies from all over the state bonded together to follow in the footsteps of those who
came before them, inspire others, and prepare for our future. Using this year’s theme
“Louisiana Recipe for DKG Success: Teamwork, Leadership, Communication”—these
ladies explored such topics as “Which Leader Would You Follow,” “There’s an APP for
That,” “Forecast: Sunny or Cloudy with a Chance of Change,” “All Shook Up Therapy,”
and “Everyone Needs a Little TLC” to name a few. They learned that the “Main
Ingredient to the DKG Recipe: YOU” and found the “The Leader in Me.” They had
roommate challenges, acted out a character giving speaking tips, and read letters from
our founders. As tired as they were, they showed their competitive spirit during game
night. Each grew with skills in teamwork, leadership, communication and formed
friendships that will last a lifetime. The weekend ended with their graduation ceremony,
where they shared their recipe for success. Kathye Blackburn, Incoming State
President, pinned them with their Bea Davis Pin, and Judy Rongey, Outgoing State
President, presented them with their certificate. Besides Kathye and Judy, other
instructors for the weekend included Cooper Knecht, Lori Myer, and Martha Turner.
Now what? “What happens at Bea Davis”… will be shared all over our state… that’s a
recipe for success.
Martha Turner
State Leadership Development Chairman
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2017 DISTRICT MEETINGS
All registration and breakfast snacks begin at 8:30 a.m. All meetings begin at 9:00 a.m.
Northeast District Meeting
October 7, 2017
Highland Baptist Church
1509 Arkansas Road
West Monroe, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $25
Total Cost $30
Deadline Date to register: September 23
Checks payable to: Eta Chapter (please write
“Northeast District Meeting” in the memo area)
Send Registration Form and Check to:
Connie Barnes
132 Kate Circle
West Monroe, LA 71291

Central District Meeting
September 30, 2017
Nolley Memorial United Methodist Church
2239 East Oak Street
Jena, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $15
Total Cost $20
Theme: “Celebrating DKG and You!”
Deadline Date to register: September 21
Checks payable to: DKG Alpha Upsilon Chapter
Send Registration Form and Check to:
Pam Bond
2468 Evelyn Blvd.
Jena, LA 71342

South District Meeting
October 21, 2017
Holiday Inn
1800 Martin Luther King Blvd.
Houma, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $30
Total Cost $35
Deadline Date to register: October 1
Checks payable to: DKG Iota Chapter
Send Registration Form and Check to:
Linda Fleniken
122 Westview Drive
Houma, LA 70364

Northwest District Meeting
October 14, 2017
Fairview Baptist Church
104 US 71 South
Coushatta, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $25
Total Cost $30
Deadline Date to register: September 21
Checks payable to: Beta Omicron (Please write
“NW District Meeting” on the memo line.)
Send Registration Form and Check to:
Kay J. Easley
7000 Highway 71
Coushatta, LA 71019

Southwest District Meeting
November 4, 2017
Steamboat Warehouse
525 N Main St.
Washington, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $25
Total Cost $30
Deadline Date to register: October 6
Checks payable to: DKG Alpha Zeta Chapter (Put
SW District Meeting on memo line)
Send Registration Form and Check to:
June Inhern
P.O. Box 691
Washington, LA 70589

Southeast District Meeting
October 28, 2017
David C. Treen Instructional Technology Center
2024 Livingston Street
Mandeville, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $25
Total Cost $30
Theme: “Boiling Over with DKG Success”
Deadline Date to register: October 7
Checks payable to: Rho Chapter DKG District Meeting
Send Registration Form and Check to:
Karen Mathews
6061 Chateau Loire Circle
Mandeville, LA 70448
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MISSON STATEMENT
The Delta Kappa Gamma International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.

Epsilon State 2018 State Convention – March 16-18, 2018 Baton Rouge, LA
NON-PROFIT ORG.
PRSRT STD
PAID
PERMIT NO. 1015
NATCHITOCHES, LA 71457

The Louisiana Deltion
Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor
P.O. Box 34
Coushatta, LA 71019

Download your copy of

Go-T0 Guide for
Chapter Members
Find the guide under
resources on dkg.org site

WRITE FOR THE BULLETIN
Research, write, and share ideas in The DKG Bulletin. Members of the Editorial Board encourage submissions. Go to
the DKG website. Visit the Editorial Board under Committees, then Editorial Board and Resources. Find the
manuscript submission guidelines, grid, rubric and suggested themes.
KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING
Visit the Epsilon State Website at www.epsilonstatedkg.org
Visit the International Website www.dkg.org
The Deltion is now available online at our state website. Choose how you would like to receive the Deltion.
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