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DKG International Convention First-Timer
Jackie Brown, Alpha Kappa Chapter
As a First-timer at the Delta Kappa Gamma International Convention, I was
thoroughly impressed with all aspects of the event and the beautiful city of Indianapolis,
Indiana. Everything was so well planned which provided attendees the opportunity to
maneuver through the convention schedule with ease. The First-timers Session was
particularly helpful in providing important information about the convention program book,
events, and the DKG app. During the week, I had the fortunate opportunity to hear
accomplished keynote speakers at daily General Sessions and informative presenters in
Breakout Sessions. It was a privilege to participate in the voting process to amend the DKG
International Constitution and Standing Rules which govern our Society’s business. I really
enjoyed the experiences at my first DKG International Convention. It was an incredible
opportunity to see our Society’s leaders and work beyond the state and chapter level. It was a
most memorable event!
DKG International Convention First-Timer
Monica Wertz, Upsilon Chapter

November, 2014
01 – Chapter treasurers must
drop members who have not paid
their dues.
01 - Southeast District Meeting

st

Fall 2014

As a first time attendee, I will repeat what I heard at our initial meeting - "It may have
been my first conference, but it will definitely not be my last". I am planning to attend both in
Atlanta and Nashville. I have always been proud to be a teacher, but to see the faces and hear
the voices of "true educators" made me even more proud. I know I have chosen the right
profession and I know I am connected with true sisters on a mission to make a profound
difference in the lives of so many children . . . both here and in 13 other countries. THANKS
for a great beginning Indiana.
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Sandra Pruitt, Xi
Parliamentary Advisor
Peggy King, Beta Tau-SE
Executive Secretary
Dolores Hackler, Alpha Sigma-NW
Treasurer
Linda Jackson, Beta Gamma—SE
Deltion Editor
Wanda Lemoine, Beta Omicron-NW
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NEW Electronic Yearbook Option
Judy Rongey, First Vice President
Your chapter can find the new electronic Yearbook Information form and guidelines for Epsilon State on
our website at http://epsilonstatedkg.org/forms/. The use of this form is optional for your chapter. If you choose
to use this form, you will not have to turn in the 6 copies of your chapter yearbook as stated on the Key Chapter
form. You can choose to use this form and add the other contents according to the Standing Rules for your
chapter yearbook or you can utilize your old yearbook format. By using this electronic yearbook, your chapter
will save paper and money. You will get the Key Chapter point for submitting your yearbook before or on
November 15 if you email your completed yearbook information form for your chapter to me at
jrongey@bellsouth.net by the deadline.

Membership-the  of our Society
Kathye Blackburn, Second Vice President
As your chapter begins a new year, remember to contact those members who have resigned in the past
year or so and find out if their circumstances have changed and whether they would like to reinstate their
membership. It doesn’t hurt to ask and maybe they are just waiting for someone to ask them. Also, look outside
the box for new members who will be active in all aspects of our society. As you are setting up your programs,
remember what your members want in a meeting. Time is everything to our members. Make their time at the
meeting worthwhile. Hope your chapter has a great year.
September 15 will be here before you know it so don’t forget to get your Golden Rose, Rosebud, Rose-inBloom and 25 and 50 year member forms filled out and sent in. Please send the forms in even if you don’t have
anyone to put on the form. Also, Golden Rose awardees can only receive the award one time so check with your
members before sending in their names. Golden Rose is for those members who are age 55 or older and are still
working in education. 25 and 50 year members are members who were initiated in 1989 or 1964. All the forms
are on the state website. Either email me the form as an attachment kathyeblackburn@bellsouth.net or or mail it
by snail mail 2506 Fieldwood Circle Bossier City, LA 7111. Contact # 318-746-7311
See you at the District Meetings
Key Chapter Action
Sandra Pruitt, Recording Secretary
You will find the revised Key Chapter form on the state website. The form has deadline dates and the
dates are in order of the deadlines. Make sure that you send those items to the correct person. The Key Chapter
form is only two pages and is easy to complete. Check off items as they are completed. The electronic form is
set up so that you can click the box in from of each item and an “X” appears. The form is locked so that you can
only do that. Have your chapter members help you complete the form. This will increase awareness of all
aspects of the Society. The deadline is February 1, 2015. Send the form by mail to Sandra Pruitt, 2130 S.
Avenue F, Crowley, LA 70526 or email to bankspruitt@bellsouth.net. Chapters are not eligible for this
award if the form is not received by the deadline. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by
phone at 337-788-2669 or by email.
The Louisiana Deltion
The Louisiana Deltion is published three times a year: fall, winter, and spring/summer in Natchitoches, LA, by the Epsilon State, Louisiana. The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International Deadlines are August 1, December 1, and April 1, respectively…Please send correspondence to Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor,
P.O. Box 34, Coushatta, LA 71019 Email: w_lemoine@yahoo.com

2

Local to Global—Making the DKG Connection
Martha Turner, Epsilon State President
International Convention was great. Sixteen Louisiana members
traveled to Indianapolis to attend the Delta Kappa Gamma International
Convention. We met and reconnected with teachers from all over of the
world. As soon as I walked into to J. W. Marriot Hotel, I was greeted by
Kate York from England, my roommate from Golden Gift Leadership
Management Seminar. I later reconnected with 24 out of 30 of my Golden
Gift Sisters. We were greatly entertained by one who had traveled to
Indianapolis from Washington State via Greyhound bus and the challenges
she and her buddy faced on their two day 24/7 trip.
Friday night at the banquet, I found myself seated at a table with
DKG sisters from Iowa, Massachusetts, Michigan, Utah, Panama, Estonia,
Puerto Rico, and Ontario, Canada. We discussed the dilemmas facing
state/country organizations—finances, declining membership, encouraging
someone to serve as chapter president, visiting chapters, and curriculum in schools. On two occasions, I was able
to visit with the 10 other presidents from the Southeast Regional: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. Again we discussed what was
facing our states from the Southeast—finances, declining/aging membership, encouraging someone to serve as
chapter president, visiting chapters, and frustrations with the Common Core.
Think about this, no matter where we are globally—Delta Kappa Gamma members, chapters, and
state/country organizations are facing the same or similar challenges. Common solutions discussed at
International were recruiting members from younger generations, reconnecting with members who have left our
organization, and adjusting programs to meet the needs at all levels of our membership. Reminding us—working
together there is nothing we cannot accomplish—fitting our theme perfectly…
“Lights, Camera, Action—Together Creating Infinite Possibilities.”

It's Time To Celebrate!
Personal Growth & Services Committee
Yes, sisters! It's time to celebrate - your past chapter officers for a job well done, your new chapter
officers as they step up to the plate, a member who received an honor, a fellow sister who means a lot to
you. Jubliee Roses are a $5.00 investment in these sisters. All the proceeds go to fund the Jubliee Rose Stipend
Fund.
What do you need to do? Simple- go to the Epsilon State Website and download the Jubliee Rose Order
Form. Complete the information and include $5.00 for each rose you are ordering. Send this to Debney Biggs,
3109 Stanford Cr., Shrevport, LA 71118. A rose and card from you will be sent to your special sister.
Jubliee Roses will also be on sale at each District Meeting this fall. Look for the Personal Growth &
Services Committee Member- she'll have a rose on - and you can purchase roses then. In fact you can do this
anytime of the year!
Also take time to review the criteria for the Jubliee Rose Stipend. See if you qualify and if so, submit
your application. We want to hear from YOU!
Celebrate those you love and respect and appreciate!
3

Louisiana’s Star of the Southeast is our own Kathye Blackburn
Louisiana’s Southeast Star has served quietly,
efficiently, and always unselfishly. She knows how to dot an
“I”, cross a “T”, and get you to work without you realizing it.
Her goal has been to give her very best in all that she does and
as for Delta Kappa Gamma she is “all in” when it comes to
bettering our organization at all levels—chapter, district,
regional, or international levels.
She served various roles in her chapter since she was
initiated in 1996, including President when she instituted the
Chapter Grant-in-Aid for First Year Teachers and a Reception
for Outstanding Women Educators. She also served as the chairman of the local area coordinating council.
At the state level, she chaired the Nominations and Professional Affairs Committees and co-chaired the 2010
Epsilon State Convention. She has served as the Northwest District Director, Recording Secretary, and now
as 2nd Vice President/Membership Chairman.
She was a participant at Epsilon State Bea Davis Leadership Seminar. She has attended numerous
state, regional and international conferences, participated in skits, assisted with workshops, and co-presented
at the 2009, 2011, 2013 Regional Conferences and 2010, 2012, 2014 International Conventions. On the way
home from the Louisville Regional, she even risked incarceration to save a fellow Delta Kappa Gamma
member’s life who had become overheated while illegally trying to see where the Mississippi and Ohio
Rivers meet in Cairo, Illinois. She is definitely a Delta Kappa Gamma “Shero!”
She goes beyond her Delta Kappa Gamma family to contribute to in the community as Cooperative
Office Education Coordinator for Bossier Parish Schools. She attends Cypress Baptist Church, and enjoys
the National Business Education Assn., reading, walking, and, most of all, playing with her grandchildren.
Is there any wonder why we in Louisiana are proud that Kathye Blackburn was presented the Star of
the Southeast award in Indianapolis?
2014 International Convention
Jackie Brown, Alpha Kappa SW, and Monica Wretz, Upsilon S were our two first-timers to
International. Epsilon State had people giving two workshops. Mary LeBlanc, Judy Rongey, Loretta Brehm,
and Monica Wretz, Upsilon, presented a very informative workshop explaining how to plan, stage, and
deliver emergency aid to fellow members in time of disaster based on the aid they gave to Oklahoma. Martha
Turner and Kathye Blackburn, Alpha Rho, gave a light-hearted look at ways to be at ease when speaking in
front of a group. Besides learning more about the society a fun time was had by all Epsilon State attendees. I
think Judy and Wanda enjoyed the Indiana band the most with dancing and singing. Many sites of
Indianapolis were visited. I don’t think Linda Ruth “enjoyed” the 2:00am fire alarm and floor evacuation,
though.
RECEIVING THE DELTION???
Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor
Visit our state website and complete the form to choose which version (Email or Postal) of the Deltion you want to receive. If you
have already chosen, that’s wonderful. If not, please make your choice. Also make sure I have your current email account (for
mailing purposes only).

WRITE FOR THE BULLETIN
Research, write, and share ideas in The DKG Bulletin. Members of the Editorial Board encourage submissions. Go to the DKG
website. Visit the Editorial Board under Committees, then Editorial Board and Resources. Find the manuscript submission
guidelines, grid, rubric and suggested themes.
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Epsilon State Achievement Award
Kay Caruso, Chairperson
LIGHTS! Shine a spotlight at the Epsilon State Convention on a special member whose
outstanding dedication and commitment to DKG is an inspiration and example to others.
CAMERA! Like a camera focus on that member’s contributions to her chapter, district, and state
organizations.
ACTION! Nominate a fair lady by downloading the forms and guidelines from the website or
obtaining them from your chapter president, district director, or Achievement award committee member.
Please read the qualifications carefully before you make your nomination, follow the instructions
for filling out the forms, and give specific information as requested. Your answers determine the
outcome. The Achievement Award guidelines, instructions and nomination forms are available as a
download from http://epsilonstatedkg.wordpress.com.
Frankly my dear, you can nominate any member meeting the qualifications from any chapter, and
re-nominate a member who did not receive the award. Your chapter will receive a pocket full of points
for sending in a filled out nomination form. A star will be born at the 2015 State convention and your
chapter could be responsible.
All righty then, be sure your nomination form is sent to Kay Caruso (kayanncar@cox.net or 4632
Kent Ave., Metairie, LA, 70006) no later than JANUARY 15, 2015.
Don’t forget about it!!!

Epsilon State Officers Nominations
It’s that time again. You need to start considering who you would like to nominate for the next
biennium. Go to our state website and download the nominations form for the 2015-17 Epsilon State
Officers. Remember the DEADINE is November 15, 2014. Send your completed forms to the
Nominations Committee Chairman, Glenda Spurgeon 5149 Hunter’s Grove Lane, Alexandria, LA 713032457. glenda.spurgeon@rpsb.us

Silent Auction at State Convention

Wanted Workshop Presenters

The Silent Auction at our State Convention last
year was very successful raising $600 for District
Director travel. We are seeking individuals who
would like to donate to our Silent Auction to help
Epsilon State raise money for travel purposes.
Anyone who would like to donate to our Silent
Auction, please contact Martha Turner at
martha.turner@bossierschool.org with a description
of the item. It could be new, home-made, or gently
used, but not too expensive. We would need the
item on Friday night at the convention. This is
strictly for volunteers…we would greatly
appreciate any donations. Thank you.

Share your talents with our Epsilon Sisters
at our Epsilon State Convention on
Saturday, March 14, 2015. Download and
complete the “State Convention Workshop
Presenters” form from our state website.
Send your form to Judy Rongey, First Vice
President, no later than November 15,
2014.
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The following photographs are courtesy of Epsilon State Deltion Editor
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Dolores Hackler Announces Farewell Tour
Dolores Hackler, Executive Secretary, has announced her
plans to retire. She stated, “I never knew exactly what someone
meant when they said, ‘It is with a heavy heart...,’ until now
because it is definitely with a heavy heart that I ask you to
accept my retirement effective June 30, 2015 or, as my contract
says, until a replacement can be found.” She went on to say,
“This position has been a dream position for me. I love details
and working behind the scenes which Epsilon State Secretary
has provided me since accepting this position in 2006. I know
sometimes I have not always stayed behind the scenes but that
was not by choice.”
Dolores has thoroughly enjoyed her travels around the
state—her own chapter meetings, coordinating council meetings
in her area, chapter and district meetings all over the state, state
committee meetings, state convention…even to visit places she
never knew existed. When it comes to Southeast Regional
Conferences and International Conventions, she keeps us all in
line and organized; however, Dolores is not afraid to make sure
to have a good time. She has traveled as part of a ‘TEAM” with
Loretta Brehm, worked with many “Hearts and Hands” during Jean Patterson's biennium, “Created a Buzz”
with Cindy Ruel, embraced “Our Vision to Design Our Future” with Donnis Poe, and now helping in
“Creating Infinite Possibilities” with Martha Turner.
Most of all, she loved meeting and being with her Delta Kappa Gamma sisters. Even when she met a
sister for the first time, she was not a stranger. It has been with great pride that she has observed so many
chapters truly demonstrating the seven purposes of our Society.
So, it is with great pride in Delta Kappa Gamma and a very heavy heart that she asks you to accept her
retirement request.

Position for Epsilon State Executive
Dolores Hackler Executive Secretary of Epsilon State is retiring effective June 30, 2015.
Epsilon State website has the official guidelines (job description) and the application posted.
The deadline for a completed application is December 15, 2014 to Mary Churchwell,
Chairman of the Personnel Committee. Mary Churchwell, 2105 Cooper Lake Rd, Bastrop,
LA 71220 or mary.geogirl@gmail.com.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS???
Dolores Hackler, Executive Secretary
When you have a change of mailing address, phone, email, etc., please remember to send it to me at dawhackler@att.net or 426
Kenshire Court, Shreveport, LA 71115-2913. I will share this with the state officers and personnel and with
International. ***Please note: International does not send us change of address.

2014 District Meetings
All registration and breakfast snacks begin at 8:30 a.m. All meetings begin at 9:00 a.m.
Northwest District Meeting
September 27, 2014

Southwest District Meeting
October 4, 2014
First Baptist Church
2030 Hwy 171 DeRidder, La 70634
Registration Fee $5
Luncheon Cost $18
Total Cost $23
Deadline Date to Register: September 19
Make checks to DKG Sigma Chapter (Please put
SW District on Memo line.)
Send registration form and check to:
Elizabeth Maricle
905 Charlie’s Circle, DeRidder, La 70634

“A Day at the Oscars” Hosted by Alpha Sigma
First Baptist Church 543 Ockley Drive Shreveport LA
Registration Fee $5
Luncheon Cost $15
Total Cost $20
Deadline Date to Register: September 15
Make check to: Alpha Sigma (Please put NW District
Meeting on Memo line.)
Mail Registration Form and Check to:
Dolores Hackler 426 Kenshire Court
Shreveport, LA 71115-2913

Northeast District Meeting
October 11, 2014
Chef Eric Johnson & Co.
222 Blanchard Dr. West Monroe, LA
Registration Fee: $5
Luncheon Cost: $17
Total Cost $22
Deadline Date to register: October 5
Checks Payable to: Alpha Nu Chapter
Send Registration form and check to:
Posey Moller
149 Northwood
West Monroe, La 71291
318-396-3865

Central District Meeting
October 18, 2014
"Together Creating Infinite Possibilities"
Life Church HWY 171 Many LA
Registration Fee: $5
Breakfast & Lunch: $20
Total Cost $25
Deadline Date to register: October 4
Checks Payable to: Psi Chapter
Send Registration form and check to:
Rebecca Loupe
P. O. Box 918 Zwolle, LA 71486

South District Meeting
October 25, 2014
Smilie’s Restaurant 5725 Jefferson Hwy,
Harahan, La 70123
Registration fee: $5
Luncheon Cost: $30
Total Cost: $35
Guest Speaker: Ed Poole, Film Accessory
Researcher
Deadline Date to register: October 4
Checks made payable to: Beta Lambda
Send registration form and check to:
Ruth Catlett 17 Yosemite drive,
New Orleans, La 70131

Southeast District Meeting
November 1, 2014
First Baptist Church
4200 Main Street, Zachary, LA
Registration Cost $5
Luncheon Cost $20
Total Cost $25
Deadline Date for registration: October 11
Make checks payable to: Gamma Gamma DKG
District Meeting
Send registration form and check to:
Joyce Barnes
3766 Nelson St. Zachary, La 70791
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Our Sisters in the Spotlight
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Sue Ellen Graham, Beta Tau, SE was chosen to receive the 2014 Preservation Award as "Volunteer of the Year"
from the Foundation for Historical Louisiana for her dedicated services since 1999 at the Old Governor's Mansion.
Alpha Alpha, NE, welcomed new teachers of Morehouse Parish to school by hosting a breakfast for them. They gave
three WalMart gift cards as door prizes.
Janie Humphries, Theta NE, was recognized at the Governor's Mansion by as Volunteer of the Year for Lincoln
Parish.
Yvonne Norman, Alpha Zeta SW, was recognized by St. Landry Parish as Citizen of the Year.
Evelyn Powell Mu chapter, NW along with her husband, Raymond, was presented the prestigious Melvin Jones
Award by the Louisiana Lions Club for their charitable efforts. She and her husband were also recognized at the
recent Desoto Parish Chamber of Commerce Banquet as recipients of the Emeritus Award.
Rachel Rochel is the recipient of Chi Chapter’s 2014 Recruitment Grant. Rachel is the daughter of Becky Martin
and the late Doug Rochel of Patterson, LA. She will be attending Nicholl’s State University. Rachel will be working
on a dual certification in Early Childhood and Special Education.
Congratulations to Sharon VanMetre whose has a published article in the DKG Bulletin Summer 2014 Volume 80-4
Elouise Sanders, Nu Chapter has been selected to be inducted into the Hall of Distinguished Educators at
Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, LA. Elouise has been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for sixty years
and served as Northwest Region Director (1975-77); Second Vice President of Epsilon State (19831-83 and was the
Recipient of the Epsilon State Achievement Award in 1995. The ceremony will take place in the NSU Teacher
Education Center on October 11, 2014 beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending at 11:30 a.m. All DKG members are
encouraged to attend in support one of our distinguished members.

IN MEMORIAM…….
Mrs. Miriam Bonnabel Lacey Buchler, Alpha Delta, S
KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING
Visit the Epsilon State Website at http://www.epsilonstatedkg.org
Visit the International Website www.dkg.org
The Deltion is now available online at our state website. Choose how you would like to receive the Deltion.
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