
 

 

 

DEADLINES 
 

September, 2011 

15 – 25 & 50 Year Membership 

form  

15 – Golden Rose Award form  

15 - Rosebud Award nominee form 

15 – Rose in Bloom Award nominee  

29 – Central District Meeting  

 

October, 2011 

06 – Northwest District Meeting  

13 – Southwest District Meeting                                            

20 – Northeast District Meeting 

27 – Southeast District Meeting  

31 – DEADLINE for dues to be paid                                                                    

 

November, 2011 
03 - South District Meeting  

10 – Send chapter dues, Forms 18 & 

18A, Initiate Cards, & 

Reinstatement Cards to State 

Treasurer  

15 – Any proposed Standing Rules 

changes due to State Rules 
Chairman 

15 - State Convention Workshop 

Presenter form due to State 1
st
 VP 

 

December, 2011 

01 – Deltion articles due  

01 – Golden Gift due – not 

mandatory – goes to International 
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2012 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN NEW YORK CITY 

 

Deborah Mullinnix, Alpha Rho NW 
 

 

It’s time to “start spreading the news...” about the 2012 International 

Convention in New York City. The 28 Epsilon Sisters (10 of them first-timers!) 

began arriving several days before the beginning of the convention to take 

advantage of the many available sites, sounds, and tastes that New York City has 

to offer. 

The Convention began with Opening Meeting Tuesday night.  The 

Presentation of the Flags was a beautiful reminder of our international reach, and 

we voted to open our ranks to one more country - Japan - giving Delta Kappa 

Gamma representation in 18 countries. A feature at each General Meeting was to 

hear from new members tell why their membership in Delta Kappa Gamma is 

important. Then past International Presidents told what they accomplished in their 

biennium. Both new members and past presidents gave us a view of our present 

theme, Embracing Our Vision - Designing Our Future. Following this meeting we 

were treated to the many styles of New York’s tastes, music, dance and heritage. 

All speakers at the General Meetings were outstanding and most inspiring! 

Over 1,700 sisters in attendance conducted the business of the Society by listening 

to committee reports and voting on the International Standing Rules Committee 

recommendations. New officers elected for the 2012-2014 Biennium were: 

President, Dr. Beverly Helms, Florida; First Vice President, Carolyn Pittman, 

Arkansas; Second Vice President, Dr. Lynda Schmid, Pennsylvania; and 

Southeast Regional Director, Hanna Fowler, Florida. 

Members were offered 120 Breakout Sessions to attend. Our own Epsilon 

sisters, Kathye Blackburn and Martha Turner, Alpha Rho NW gave a well 

attended breakout session titled “Stepping out of Your Comfort Zone”. 

The Celebration Luncheon was a great time to meet and visit with new Delta 

Kappa Gamma Sisters as we recognized all who received doctorates or National 

Board Certifications. The new 2012 Educators’ Book Award went to Donna 

Hicks, Ph.D. for her book Dignity: The Essential Role It Plays in Resolving 

Conflict. Alice Carrier, Vermont received the International Achievement Award. 

After the luncheon, time was spent in the market place with 37 vendors offering 

their wares. 

The highlight of the Southeast Regional is recognizing Stars of the 

Southeast. Donnis Poe, presented Martha Turner, Alpha Rho NW, with Epsilon 

State’s Star of the Southeast Award. Invitations were given to Southeast Regional 

Conference July 10-13, 2013 in Orlando, Florida, and 2015 in Georgia. 

The President’s Banquet was a success and beautiful way to close out a 

jam-packed five (or more) days of fun, challenges, music, inspiration, fellowship, 

business and looks to the great future of Delta Kappa Gamma International. Also 

the passing of the gavel from Dr. Jensi Souders, TN, to Dr. Beverly Helms, FL, 

ensures another great biennium of inspiring leadership and success for the Society. 

Dr. Helms theme is Sharing Our Vision ~ Strengthening Our Society. 
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NOTES FROM… 

Kathye Blackburn, Recording Secretary 
 

Chapter Presidents, you asked and we listened so I hope you have found the newly revised Key Chapter form easier to 

use.  Notice that the first part has deadline dates and the dates are in order of the deadlines.  Make sure you send those 

items requested to the correct person.  The Key Chapter form is only two pages so I hope it makes it easier for each 

chapter to complete the form.  If you haven’t started checking off items, look at the form and do it now.  Take it with you 

to the meetings so you can check off the items as you complete them.  Notice that the electronic form is set up so you can 

click the box in front of each item and an “X” appears.  The form is locked so that you can only do that.  Remember have 

your chapter members help you complete these items.  The deadline to have the form to me is February 1, 2013.  Send 

the form by mail to Kathye Blackburn, 2506 Fieldwood Circle, Bossier City, LA 71111 or email it to 

kathyeblackburn@bellsouth.net. If you have any questions about the form, please contact me by phone at 318-746-

7311 or email.   

 

N.OW  Y.OU  C.AN    OR   “A DKG VIRTUAL TOUR OF NYC” 

Pam Bond, 2
nd

 Vice President and State Membership Chairman 
 

 A strong Epsilon State group was among the 2,021 members attending the 2012 International Convention in 

NYC and participated in convention business, city sites and events and much fun. NYC may never be the same 

again…Louisiana’s 28 members (and 4 husbands) descended upon The Big Apple to “pass a good time.” Our Bayou 

State members started off the week answering the convention roll call of states with a rousing “Who Dat!” General 

sessions, informative breakout sessions, shopping, Broadway shows, sightseeing, shopping, wonderful meals, 

establishing fantastic friendships, as well as renewing old ones, and shopping --- DKG week in NYC was fabulous. 

 Upon returning home all attendees will emulate Lady Liberty as our chapters welcome “…the tired, the poor 

(that’s all teachers!), the huddled masses…” of prospective initiates to share the honor of membership. Let’s be the Ellis 

Island of education as we provide the place for new members --- offering a new professional home to encourage, polish 

and recognize their excellence. The Empire State Building represents the strength and stability that our Society has 

provided thousands of members for 83 years. The span of the time between my first visit to Ground Zero in 2005 and 

my 2012 DKG convention visit to The 9/11 Memorial reminds me of the resilience and perseverance of, not only our 

great nation, but also our Society. Be sure to nurture our current members so they do not become a Phantom (as in “of 

the Opera”) DKG member.  Let’s take the advice of Deloris Van Cartier/Sister Mary Clarence, from Broadway’s Sister 

Act --- “I’ve got my sisters, what more do I need!” 

 If you didn’t go to NYC with us start making plans to attend SER in Orlando next year (and Indianapolis in 

2014)!  

 

SAVE TEACHERS…ADOPT EARLY-CAREER EDUCATORS 

Martha Turner, 1
st
 Vice President 

 

In his book Is There Really a Teacher Shortage, Richard Ingersoll shares that the rate in U.S. of beginning 

teachers leaving the profession in the first year is a little more than 10%; with 33% leaving by Year 3 and 46% by Year 5. 

In addition, around 15% of U.S. teachers overall leave the profession each year. At the recent convention in New York, 

Delta Kappa Gamma voted to implement a new international project to Support Early-career Educators (S.E.E.).   

S.E.E. encourages members/chapters to be creative in support of early-career educators with a variety of 

strategies. You might ask the question as a chapter or as an individual… “What can we/I do to help?”  Why not consider 

adopting early-career educators in your area?  Want some ideas…here we go:  

 prepare Pampered Teacher Bags with snacks, movie tickets, school supplies, etc.; 

 send a package of copy paper with note from your chapter to welcome beginning teachers into a rewarding profession; 

 donate New Kid Supply Kits, books or teaching supplies; 

 host a New Teacher Shower with supplies and children’s books; 

 collect teaching ideas and words of wisdom from members to compile in a booklet for beginning teachers;  

 invite new teachers to Dine and Shop—attend a DKG dinner meeting and shop for free school supplies donated by the 

members; 

 plan a New Teacher Breakfast with teaching supplies door prizes, 

 send teacher appreciation cards throughout the school year; 

 collect money at each chapter meeting to purchase gift cards for beginning teachers; 

 give First-Year Teacher Grant-in-Aid; 

 volunteer to help with tutoring, clerical work, bulletin boards; 

 focus on mentoring new teachers.   

We truly can make a difference with our support! 
. 

 

mailto:kathyeblackburn@bellsouth.net
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                          WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

                             Donnis Poe, Epsilon State President 
                                                         

Year Two: Going Stronger 
 

Year Two of the REACH biennium is well underway and hopefully we will see 

many more efforts and accomplishments than we did in first half of this journey. 

Highlights of this year with Epsilon State have shown great work on the part of 

many of our members to push/complete projects for the benefit of our state as a 

whole. Some of these efforts a re highlighted below: 

 

 

Epsilon State website: Total revision and offering more to the membership in 

the way of up-to-date happenings from our chapters, pictures of events, user-

friendly navigation for forms and information, etc. 

 

 

 

REACH pins - goal achieved for the purchase of pins with the overflow 

proceeds directed toward our Bea Davis Leadership Seminar. Thank you Epsilon members for your support 

and commitment to making this project a success and thus funding leadership development. 
 

May Allen Scholarship - State-wide mail out is projected for distribution in the fall. This mail out will be sent 

once a year from Tulane with information on the program offerings in which you as an Epsilon member can 

apply. The qualifications for this scholarship are now aligned with Epsilon scholarship 

guidelines/requirements. So, do not hesitate to take advantage of this excellent opportunity to continue your 

learning experience. 
 

Epsilon resolution- This is truly one of the most known efforts in the past year of our membership. 

Membership support of this significant document voicing our concerns to Governor Jindal was seen and read 

far and wide. I, among many others, received numerous emails reinforcing our efforts and lending their 

support. Let us not lessen our efforts to stay abreast of legislation that impacts women, children and education! 
 

Communication - Sharing information via email has increased drastically from my computer during this year. I 

know that many of you can probably say the same thing as you have been recipients of Donnis' Dialogue and 

D&D Weekly. With the automatic updates from Donnis' Dialogue to your computer you have the information 

sent to you for reading at your leisure.  D&D Weekly is informative and much needed for staying connected on 

issues of our states.  
 

State Convention - Convention 2012 saw many changes within the planning/structure which were requested 

and appreciated by you. The recognition of district directors was touted as a memory-maker, the recognition of 

a former member of our state legislature, the hat and glove luncheon, and many more. 
 

International Convention: approximately 29 members of Epsilon State appeared on the scene for the 

convention in New York. The convention was truly a success for our Society as members conducted business 

in the areas of    communication, the study of electronic voting, election of a new president, and many other 

numerous items. The workshops numbered in the upwards of 100 for convention goers to learn more about the 

Society, chapters, membership, and other areas of interest. First-timer Tanya Wall from Beta Sigma Chapter 

went to the convention because she wanted to learn more about DKG. Tanya will be initiated in August. Way 

to go Tanya! 
 

Interesting information: Bring them back!!! DKG International has recently released results captured from a 

survey of dropped members. This information revealed some starting remarks from the former members that 

demand sharing. Did you know that many former members surveyed stated that "they would return to their 

chapter if they were asked"? Are we asking? 
 

As I close, I want to ask for you as a member to continue your support of the state-wide efforts of taking 

Epsilon to the next level. We are a "changing Society" and our state needs your help! Learn more about your 

Society by perusing the Epsilon and DKG websites (also update your own information on this website), 

attending chapter, district and state meetings, present workshops/skits/info sessions at DKG meetings. You are 

the "REACH agent" for Epsilon State and DKG! 
 

 

 

  



 

 

2012 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
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                                           LOUISIANA’S SOUTHEAST STAR 

                                                    MARTHA TURNER 

 

Louisiana’s Southeast Star served quietly and unselfishly, but most 

 effectively, behind the scene never wondering what she as an individual 

 would get.  Her goal has always been how to better Delta Kappa Gamma

 whether it be at the local, district, state, regional, or international level.  
 

She served various roles in her chapter since she was initiated in 1995, 

     including twice as president, is regarded highly by peers, and is an  

     exemplary sister.  At State, she served on or as chairman of Finance 

     Committee six years, Parliamentary Advisor, State Second Vice  

     President / Membership Chairman and now State First Vice  

     President/Educational Excellence Chairman.  She initiated the “Golden 

     Rose” certificates to recognize members age 55 and over who are still 

     active in education. She is sometimes known as the T-Shirt Lady  

     because she has designed the last two State T-Shirts and headed selling 

     them to benefit some area of Epsilon State. She has not only attended 

     several Southeast Regional Conferences and International Conventions, 

     but she presented in Chicago, Little Rock, Spokane, Louisville, and New 

York. She was a participant then a presenter more than once at Epsilon State Bea Davis Leadership Seminar. 

She attended International Golden Gift Seminar.    

 

This lady doesn’t miss ballgames for her Haughton Buccaneers and often drives after those games till the wee 

hours of the morning - sometimes 3:00 o’clock or later– to attend any meeting to represent Epsilon State.  
 

She goes beyond her Delta Kappa Gamma family to contribute to the community as assistant principal of 

Haughton High School. At her church, she teaches Sunday school and is part of a group who provides dinner 

for Grace Home, a place for patients in last stages of cancer.  
 

Is there any wonder we in Louisiana are proud to present to you our Southeast Star Martha Turner! 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

New Chapter Officers’ Leadership Workshop in June 
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 

More International Convention in New York City  
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WANTED 
 

State Convention Workshop Presenters 

Epsilon State Convention March 15-17, 2013 

Interested???   

Download State Convention Workshop Presenters 

form from our state website and send to Martha 

Turner, First Vice President 

EPSILON STATE 

CHAPTER SERVICE AWARD 
Hope Hebert, Personal Growth& Service Committee 

 

Guidelines and an application for Epsilon State’s 

Fleur De Lis Service Award can be found on the state 

website.   

The objective of this award is to highlight chapter 

service projects demonstrating extraordinary work 

chapters are doing around the state to impact the 

chapter, community, and our profession.  Program of 

Work Chairmen interested in having their chapter’s 

project evaluated for this prestigious award will 

submit an application by January 15 to be evaluated 

by the Personal Growth and Services Committee.  At 

State Convention the top ten finalists will display a 

tri-fold foam board spotlighting the chapter project.  

Applications and displays of the top ten projects will 

be evaluated with the top three being selected as 

recipients to be recognized with the Fleur De Lis 

Service Award.   

Be sure to check the Epsilon State website for the 

Fleur de Lis application and details about information 

needed for this project. 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM……. 

 

 

Noella Orgeron Charitat, Kappa (S) 

Mildred Hayes, Psi (C) 

Alice Beth Kilman, Sigma (SW) 

Laurie Curet Saucier, Rho (SE) 

Betty Stokeld, Beta Tau (SE) 

Ann May Torregrossa, Gamma Eta (SE) 
 

STATE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Jennifer Coriell, Achievement Award Chairman 

 

It is not too early to start thinking about nominating 

another deserving member for the State 

Achievement Award. Jean Patterson was our 2012 

recipient. This is the highest honor we bestow upon 

a member of Epsilon State. This person does not 

have to be a member of your chapter, but she does 

have to meet all the qualifications for the award. To 

find out all the information and to get a nomination 

form, just go to our state website. The guidelines 

and form are there as well as a rubric your chapter 

needs to utilize when filling out the nomination 

form. It is very important that you refer to this 

rubric! The nomination form does have to be sent 

in by the President of your chapter and the 

members of the chapter do have to agree upon the 

nomination. The deadline for submission is January 

15, 2013, but don't wait until the last minute to turn 

in your nomination. Besides, it also counts toward 

the Key Chapter Award! All applications need to 

be sent to Jennifer Coriell at 123 Kimberly Dr. 

Leesville, LA 71446.  

Get together and get nominating! 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS??? 

Dolores Hackler, Executive Secretary 

When you have a change of mailing address, 

phone, email, etc., please remember to send it to 

me at dawhackler@att.net or 426 Kenshire Court, 

Shreveport, LA 71115-2913.  I will share this with 

the state officers and personnel and with 

International.  ***Please note: International does 

not send us change of address. 

 WRITE FOR THE BULLETIN 

Research, write, and share ideas in The DKG Bulletin.  

Members of the Editorial Board encourage submissions.  Go to 

the DKG website. Visit the Editorial Board under Committees, 

then Editorial Board and Resources.  Find the manuscript 

submission guidelines, grid, rubric and suggested themes.  

 

RECEIVING THE DELTION??? 

Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor 

Visit our state website and fill out the form to 

choose which version (Email or Postal) of the 

Deltion you would like to receive. If you have 

already chosen how you want to receive your 

Deltion, that’s wonderful, if not please make your 

choice.  Also make sure I have your current email 

account for mailing purposes only. 

mailto:dawhackler@att.net
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Central District Meeting 

September 29, 2012 

Beta Xi 

Louisiana Bicentennial 1812-2012 
Granberry Student Center, Louisiana College, Pineville  

Cost: $25.00       Deadline: Sept. 17 

Make checks payable to: Beta Xi 

Mail to: Joycelyn Lee 1029 Hashim Drive 

Opelousas, LA 70570                      

 

Northeast District Meeting 

October 20, 2012 

Omega 

Illuminating Chapters through Kaleidoscopic Seasons 

First Baptist Church, Winnsboro 

      Cost: $22.00 Deadline: October 10, 2012 

Make checks payable to:  Omega Chapter 

Mail to: Carolyn Fenn 495 Brownell Rd.  

Winnsboro 71295 

Northwest District Meeting 

October 6, 2012 

NU 

“A Glimpse into the Past and Future” 

First United Methodist Church, Minden 

 Cost: $21.50              Deadline: September 15, 2012 

Make checks payable to: NU Chapter 

Mail to: Patty Pendergrass, 1621 Germantown Road 

Minden, 71055 

Southeast District Meeting 

October 27, 2012 

Beta Rho 

Celebrating Our Heritage 
Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial Methodist Church, Bogalusa 

           Cost: $25.00  Deadline:  Oct. 1
st
  

Make checks payable to: Beta Rho 

Mail to:   Holly King, 1318 Charwood Drive 

Bogalusa, LA 70427                   
 

South District 

November 3, 2012 

Alpha Delta 

A Being So Gentle 

The Four Columns, Harvey 

Cost: $30.00  Deadline: September 24, 2012 

Make checks payable to: DKG Alpha Delta 

Mail to:   Marie Giardina 1915 Pine Street, 

Harvey, LA 70058                   
 

Southwest District Meeting 

October 13, 2012 

          Alpha 

      Spice Up Your Life with Delta Kappa Gamma 

          J Wallace James Elementary School, Scott  

          Cost: $23.00                      Deadline: Oct. 5
th
  

Make checks payable to: Alpha Chapter 

Mail to:  Emily Peltier, 109 Renwood Circle, 

         Lafayette 70503 

                

 

 



 

 

MISSON STATEMENT 

The Delta Kappa Gamma International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 

Attend the Epsilon State Convention March 15-17, 2013, Lincoln Parish Library Events Center in Ruston 

 The Louisiana Deltion 

Wanda Lemoine, Deltion Editor 

P.O. Box 34 

Coushatta, LA 71019 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

PRSRT STD 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 1015 

NATCHITOCHES, LA 71457 

Dr. Gwile Paul Freeman, Beta Chi NE, Catahoula Parish Superintendent, visited 

Washington, D.C. on March 26-27, 2012, as a witness before the House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies. Dr. 

Freeman, one of four superintendents from across the United States, was chosen to represent 

Louisiana and Catahoula Parish with testimony regarding the unique challenges of a small, 

rural school district.   
 

Beta Tau Chapter SE, celebrated its 35th birthday with a special luncheon honoring the 

Founders on July 20, 2012. Members enjoyed a birthday cake and exchanged gifts. 
 

Cleona Parisi, Beta Tau SE was chosen as Volunteer of the Year by the Baton Rouge Area 

Foundation.  Congratulations, Cleona. She will also serve this next year as Baton Rouge Area 

Retired Teachers’ Association first vice president. 
 

Niki Fryou, Chi Chapter SE, was named 2013 Elementary Principal of the Year at the Sixth 

Annual Cecil J. Picard Educator Excellence Symposium and Celebration in Baton Rouge.  

Niki serves as Principal at Hattie Watts Elementary located in Patterson (St. Mary Parish).  
 

Rhonda Roberts, Beta Sigma C, has been named Assistant Principal at Hicks High School. 
 

Edie Keys, Alpha Kappa SW was also featured in the American Press as she spoke of the 

value of retired teachers being allowed to substitute. 
 

Lisa Albrecht, Alpha Kappa SW received a scholarship to attend the Colonial Williamsburg 

Teacher Institute in Early American History this summer. 
 

Barbara Belew, Alpha Kappa SW, who played the harp beautifully at the State Convention 

Banquet, attended the National Harp Conference in New York City this summer. 
 

Lucille Johnson, Beta Tau SE will serve this next year as Baton Rouge Area Retired 

Teachers’ Association second vice president. 

 

 

The Louisiana 

Deltion 
 

The Louisiana 

Deltion is published 

three times a year: fall, 

winter, and 

spring/summer in 

Natchitoches, LA., by 

the Epsilon State, 

Louisiana. 

 

The Delta Kappa 

Gamma Society 

International  

P.O. Box 34 

Coushatta, LA 71019 

 

Deadlines are  

August 1, December 

1, and April 1, 

respectively 

 

Please send 

correspondence to  

Wanda Lemoine, 

Deltion Editor  

P.O. Box 34 Coushatta 

LA 71019 

Email:  

 

w_lemoine@yahoo.com 

Around the State with our Epsilon Sisters 
 

START 

THINKING: 
 Nomination of 

Officers  

for  

2013-2015 

Biennium 
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KEEP UP WITH EVERYTHING 

Do you want to keep up to date in what’s happening with Delta Kappa Gamma? Visit the Epsilon State Website at 

http://epsilonstatedkg.wordpress.com/ 

The Deltion is now available online at our state website. The new International WEBSITE address is 

www.dkg.org 

http://epsilonstatedkg.wordpress.com/
http://www.dkg.org/

